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Bourguiba receives Saudi message 

(R) — Tunisian President Habib Bourguiba Friday rec- 
etved a special envoy of King Fahd of Saudi Arana who delivered 
a message on the monarch’s recent visit to the United States, the 
official Tuntsian news agency TAP reported. The envoy. Sheikh 
Ah xbn Musallem, an adviser to the king, delivered similar mes- 
sages to King Hassan of Morocco, Algerian President Chadli 
Benjedid and Libyan leader Colonel Muammar Qzdhafi. Arab 
diplomatic sources said the message was to inform Mr. Bourguiba 
of what the envoy called President Ronald Reagan’s expression of 
support for the Arab peace plan adopted at the last Arab summit 
m Morocco, in September 1 982. In a joint communique at 
the end of King Fahd* s visit, Mr. Reagan noted there were “pos- 
itive elements” in the plan, wh ; ch calls for an independent Pal- 
estinian state in areas occupied by Israel in 1 967 and implicitly 
acknowledges Israel's right to secure borders. 
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Israelis come under three attacks 

J ARJOUE. Lebanon ( AP) —The Israeli army came under attack 
three times in South Lebanon Friday and killed a Lebanese man in 
responding to one attack. The occupation force also kept up its 
siege of the village of Arab Salim for a third straight day. Israeli 
soldiers and those of their proxy militia, the "South Lebanon 
Army," blocked the road at this mountain village two kilometres 
to the north of Arab Salim. A "South Lebanon Army” militia 
armoured personnel carrier blocked a bridge a few kilometres to 
the south of Arab Salim. An Israeli lieutenant, who identified 
himself only as Joey, said at a checkpoint in Jarjoue; "Nobody is 
allowed in. The soldiers have orders to shoot anyone who wants to 
get into the village,” he said. Israeli military sources said a Leb- 
anese man was killed near the village of Deir Mimas, about two 
kilometres north of the Israeli border, when Israeli soldiers shot 
back after they were sprayed with small arms. 
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UNITED NATIONS (R) — Sec- 
retary General Javier Perea de 
Cuellar is very concerned about 
the southern Lebanon situation, 
but it will take some time before 
thie United Natrons can do any- 
thing about it, his spokesman said 
Friday. Mr. Perez de CueDar has 
said he cannot redeploy the troops 
of the U.N. Interim Force In Leb- 
anon (UNIFUL) in southern Leb- 
anon following Israel's withdrawal 
of take other steps in the situation 
without a request by the Beirut 
government. So far. this has not 
been forthcoming. 

Dhaka postpones 
polls nomination date 

[bHAKA (R) — Bangladesh's 
mUitaiy government has pos- 
tponed indefinitely the nom- 
i mat ion date for parliamentary 
•elections. An election commission 
Spokesman said the government 
decided to put off the tiling, due to 
'end on Sunday, after major opp- 
osition groups refused to take part 
m the April 6 polls. He did not say 
if: the move signalled a pos- 
tponement of the elections, sus- 
ggnded twice last year under opp- 
osition pressure. 

(*■ 

Shamir expected in * 
jParis on Monday 

i - 

\PARIS (R) — Israeli Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir will meet 
Tench government -leaders here 
p Monday on the first stage of a 
r-uropean tour to discuss trade 
'clarions with the European 
uommonhy, an Israeli embassy 
ftpokesman said, MK Shamir- was 
toue to confer with President Fra- 
(neem Mitterrand, Foreign Min- 
ister 'Roland Dumas and Eur- 
opean Affairs Minister Catherine 

E umicre before leaving for West 
rm any on Tuesday. He would 
) visit the Netherlands before 
returning to Israel the spokesman 
laid. 

K 

Chernenko misses 
gremlin rally 

.k0SCOW(R)— President Kon- 
itantin Chernenko did not attend 
: an election, rally at the Kremlin 
Friday on the advice of his doc- 
tors, Moscow Communist Party 
thief Viktor Grishin said. The off- 
icial Soviet news agency TASS 
reported Mr. Grishin's remarks at 
fc rally ahead of Sunday’s regional 
elections. “Viktor Grishin... ann- 
ounced that Konstantin Che- 
rnenko would not attend the mee- 
't i o g on doctors’ rec- 
ommendation,” it said. (Earlier 
story on page 8) 

50 killed in 
Air Mali crash 

BAMAKO. Mali (AP) — An Air 
Mali Antonov-24 crashed shortly 
after takeoff Friday from the air- 
jiort at Timbuktu, killing all but 
one of the 51 people aboard, off- 
icials at the airline's headquarters 
here said. According to company 
officials, there were a dozen for- 
eigners aboard the plane, but their 
nationalities were not revealed- 
The 50-seat, Soviet-built twin, 
turbo-prop Antonov-24 was on a 
regularly scheduled flight from 
Gao. in the eastern part of this 
. Saharan nation, to the capital of 
Bamako, via Timbuktu and 
Mopti. 
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Israeli premier calls for Soviet resumption 
of relations and change in Chinese stand 

Peres sets conditions 
for Mideast conference 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres returned to Israel Friday from 
Bucharest, where he said Israel might rec- 
onsider United Nations talks on the Middle 
East if the Soviet Union renewed diplomatic 
ties and China changed its attitude to Israel. 


IsraeTs rejection of such a 
conference, railed for by East bloc 
and Arab countries, has been 
based on objections that Moscow 
and Peking, permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Council are 
hostile to the Jewish state. 

“The minimum we expect from 
the Soviet Union is to resume dip- 
lomatic relations and adopt a 
(non-partisan) attitude,” he told a 
Tel Aviv airport press conference. 

In a briefing Thursday night to 
reporters accompanying him. Mr. 
Peres said he had urged Romanian 
President Nicolae Ceausescu to 
try to persuade the Soviet Union 
to renew ties to Israel cut in 1967. 

Mr. Ceausescu. leader of the 
1 only East European country 
which has relations with Israel has 
long advocated a U.N. conference 
and has shown an interest in med- 
iating in the Middle East. He saw 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat a 
week ago. 

Asked what Israel would do if 
there were a change in Soviet and 
Chinese attitudes. Mr. Peres rep- 
lied: “We -will reconsider our. att- 
itude towards the U.N’ and the 
role the U.N. can play." 

Mr. Peres said he could not turn 
directly to the United Nations 

Masked men 
set Arab bus 
ablaze in Gaza 

TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Mas- 
ked men, presumably Jewish set- 
tlers, armed with a hand grenade 
set on tire a bus taking Arab 
workers from the occupied Gaza 
Strip to their jobs Friday, police 
said. 

Three masked men stopped the 
bus near the Jaabaliya refugee 
camp in Gaza. They ordered pas- 
sengers off the vehicle, doused h 
'with a flammable liquid and set it 
on fire before fleeing, a police 
spokesman said. 

On Monday, three assailants 
burned a bus taking Arab workers 
from the occupied West Bank to 
their jobs. 

Thursday night a firebomb was 
thrown at a police car in Rafah at 
the southern tip of Gaza but cau- 
sed no injuries or damages, the 
spokesman said. 

A home-made bomb exploded 
in the centre of the occupied West 
Bank town of Hebron Thursday. 

Israel Radio reported that Isr- 
aeli forces detained several people 
in the area while searching for the 
unidentified attacker. 

Sources said the borab exploded 
near the old bus station, where 
Israeli settlers have been att- 
empting to settle recently. 

In Damascus, a Palestinian 
group said its fighters shelled an 
Israeli settlement in Galilee Thu- 
rsday. killing and wounding many 
Israelis. 

Israelis impose curfew on W.Bank 
town, page 2 


because Israel has no diplomatic 
relations with two of the per- 
manent members of the Security 
Council — the Soviet Union and 
China. 

“We can’t go to the U.N. the 
way it is.” he said in Bucharest 
Friday. 

His aides said Mr. Peres thought 
it highly unlikely that his con- 
ditions for the conference would 
be met. One said: “ Peres is taking 
the tactic of not saying* no' to any- 
thing.” 

Mr. Peres, who began his four- 
day trip in Rome, also held talks 
with Italian Prime Minister Bet- 
tino Craxi, who supported Mr. 
Peres* stand against an int- 
ernational Middle East con- 
ference at the moment. He agreed 
with Mr. Peres that direct talks 
between Israel and the Arabs 
would be more effective. 

According to Israeli officials, 
Mr. Peres and Mr. Ceausescu dis- 
cussed variations of a U.N.- 
sponsored peace conference. The 
Israelis have rejected Soviet inv- 
'Olyemeni unless the Soviets rec- 
ognise the Jewish state and allow 
more Jews to emigrate to Israel. 

“I told him (Mr. Ceausescu): 
you must persuade us that the 


U.N. can work for peace with 
impartiality.” the Jerusalem Post 
quoted Mr. Peres as saying 

Mr. Peres quoted the Romanian 
leader as saying Mr. Arafat was 
ready for a “negotiated solution.” 
He also quoted Mr. Ceausescu as 
saying Mr. Arafat "means bus- 
iness” and that “this time he is 
serious." 

Mr. Peres said he and his del- 
egation had encountered "dif- 
ferent appraisals” from various 
leaders but “the topic common to 
all was whether an international 
conference could serve as the 
opening stage for negotiations 
with Jordan and with Palestinians 
who are not members of the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation. 

During his visit to Italy, Mr. 
Peres for the first time publicly 
declared he was willing to travel to 
Jordan for peace talks. Before 
leaving Romania on Friday mor- 
ning, he renewed the invitation for 
His Majesty King Hussein to open 
talks with Israel. 

He said King Hussein could 
come to Israel “with a Jordanian 
delegation, and if it's possible with 
a Jordanian- Palestinian del- 
egation — but not necessarily the 
PLO — to open negotiations wit- 
hout any prior conditions.” 

Commenting on the Feb. 11 
agreement between Jordan and 
the PLO for joint action for peace 
in the Middle East, Mr. Peres said: 
“I don’t see the (Jordanian-PLQ 
accord)’ as an agreement'tlreftable 
us to open immediately mea- 
ningful peace negotiations." 

(Continued on page 3) 



VICTIM OF LEBANESE VIOLENCE: The 
body of French truce observer officer Paul Rhodes, 
who was shot dead near Beirut by unidentified men 


Wednesday, is carried on his colleagues* shoulders 
to a waiting plane at Beirut airport Friday for tra- 
nsfer to France for funeral (AP wlrephoto) 


W. Beirut stages strike 
against soaring prices 


BEIRUT (AP) — A general strike 
brought work to a standstill in 
west Beirut Friday in protest aga- 
inst the government's failure to 
curb inflation and currency dep- 
reciation. 

Schools, shops, restaurants, 
banks and other businesses were 
dosed and in some areas youths 
took to the streets to bum. car 
tires. But police said all major cro- 
ssings between the capital's mai- 
nly Muslim and mostly Christian 
sectors remained open to traffic. 

The call for the strike was issued 
by a conference of consumer rep- 
resentatives and labour unions, 
who said that the daylong work 
stoppage was a “warning that will 
be followed with wider action if 
nothing is done to curb the rise of 
prices.” 


Morocco rejects Algerian 
plan for Western Sahara 


RABAT (R) — King Hassan of 
Morocco has rejected an Algerian 
proposal to give the Western Sah- 
ara internal autonomy instead of 
outright independence, a high- 
ranking political source said here. 

The source said the proposal 
was made during two months of 
secret contacts between Algerian 
Foreign Minister Ahmad Taleb 
Ibrahim i and Ahmad Reda Gue- 
•dira, the king’s principal political 
adviser, in both Morocco and Alg- 
eria. 

The failure to reach agreement 


meant that a summit meeting bet- 
ween King Hassan and Algerian 
President Chadli Benjedid, int- 
ended to normalise relations after 
a rift of nearly 1 0 years, could not 
take place in the foreseeable fut- 
ure. 

A summit of the five North Afr- 
ican states — Algeria, Libya, 
Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia 
— proposed by Tunisia is also lik- 
ely to be postponed as Algeria ins- 
ists that the Western Sahara issue 
must be settled first 


Five Indian spy suspects retract 
confessions, charge being pressured 


NEW DELHI (R) — Five sus- 
pects in India’s spy scandal said 
Friday they wanted to withdraw 
their confessions, charging they 
made' them under pressure from 
investigating officers, the Press 
Trust of India (PTI) reported. 

The news agency said all 1 7 jun- 
ior government officials and bus- 
inessmen arrested since the sca- 
ndal broke a month ago were pro- 
duced before a- local magistrate 
Friday and had their detention in 
judicial custody extended until 
March 6. 

It said S. Sankaras, personal 
assistant to President 2, ail Singh’ s 
press* officer, and- two officials 
from Prime Minister Rajiv Gan- 
dhi’s office were among the sus- 


pects who wanted to retract their 
confesions. 

“I made the statement under 
duress and heavy pressure and not 
on my own. In the circumstances, 
the statement may be kindly ret- 
racted and withdrawn ” PTI quo- 
ted Sankaran as saying in a pet- 
ition before Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate Bharat Bhushan. 

“I was mentally and physically 
tortured. 1 was made to write so 
many things which I am not aware 
of," Sankaran added. 

PTI said the other four suspects 
had made similar pleas and asked 

that their confessions not be used 
in their trials- - 

Sankaran had said in a con- 
fessional statement on Feb. 3 that 


be had sold pieces of information 
to an Indian businessman for as 
little as 50 rupees ($4) a time since 
1982. 

PTI said Magistrate Bhushan 
had listed the five suspects’ pet- 
itions for hearing next Tuesday. 

' It said V JC. PaJaniswami, a ret- 
ired official in the shipping and 
transport ministry, was due to 
make a confession Saturday. 

Only businessman Coomar 
Narayan, identified by Indian 
press reports as the key figure in 
the spy ring, has stood by his con- 
fession in which he said he had 
sold secrets over the past 25 years 
to France, Poland and East Ger- 
many. 


Hussein sends messages to Western leaders 

France welcomes Jordan, 
PLO accord on joint action 


The leaderships of Lebanon’s 
principal militias endorsed the str- 
ike, But the rival “Lebanese For- 
ces” militia ignored the strike call 
and Beirut’s eastern sector was 
functioning normally. 

Prices have spiralled with the 
Lebanese pound losing more than 
50 per cent of its value since the 
beginning of the year, falling from 
nine to 14 to the dollar. 

Press reports put inflation for 
January at 35 per cent, about the 
total for the whole of 1 9R4, but no 
official statistics are available. 

On Friday, troops and police 
quickly removed blazing tires and 
reopened the “museum crossing" 
as the strike paralysed west Bei- 
rut. 

JunMatt rules out return to cab- 
inet, page 2 


'PARIS (Agencies) — France has 
welcomed the Feb. 1 1 agreement 
between Jordan and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation - (PLO) 
tin a formula for common action 
towards settling the Palestinian 
problem. 

A communique issued by the 
French External Relations Min- 
istry in Paris said Thursday that 
the accord, which also envisages a 
joint Jordan-PLO negotiating 
team to a future international 
peace conference on the Middle 
East, was an important step that 
would “hopefully lead to the res- 
toration of peace and to a peaceful 
settlement of the region’s pro- 
blems.” 

The statement followed a mee- 
ting at the presidential palace 
Thursday night between Royal 
Court Chief Marwan A1 Oasem 
and French President Francois 
Mitterrand. The Jordanian News 
Agency, Petra, said Mr. Oasem 
delivered to President Mitterrand 
a message from His Majesty King 
Hussein dealing with the Jordan- 

5 Sri Lankan 
policemen killed 
in rebel blast 

COLOMBO (R) — Separatist act- 
ivists set off a landmine killing five 
policemen and abducted two gov- 
ernment officials in separate str- 
ikes Friday in Sri Lanka's nor- 
thern province. 

Official sources said a police 
sub-inspector and four constables 
were killed when the jeep in which 
they were travelling was blown up 
by a landmine set off by rebels at 
Pulyankulam about noon. 

They said the blast occurred 
hours after guerrillas kidnapped 
two government officials, tri- 
ggering a massive manhunt for the 
abductors. 

They said one of the men, K. 
Gnanachandran. is the gov- 
ernment agent of the Mullaitivu 
district, the highest ranking civil 
administrator in the area. 

The other, KirupaThilingan, is 
additional director of planning in 
Mullaitivu, the sources, added. 

An information department sta- 
tement said the officials were abd- 
ucted by rebels early Friday mor- 
ning while travelling by bus to Jaf- 
fna the northern province capital 

Following Friday’s incidents, 
the Sri Lankan parliament ext- 
ended a nationwide state of eme- 
rgency for another month. 

Parliament decided 1 26 votes to 
one to extend the emergency after 
government spokesmen said gue- 
rrilla violence had increased in the 
north and east. 

National Security Minister Lal- 
ith Athulathmudali said a political 
solution could not be found to 
unrest between majority Sin- 
halese and Tamils as long as gue- 
rrillas continued their attacks. 

He said the rebels could be def- 
eated only by cutting off supplies ] 


PLO agreement. 

Following the meeting. Mr. 
Oasem said that he briefed the 
French president on the latest 
developments in the Middle East 
area, Petra said. 

The meeting coincided with 
another between the PLO rep- 
resentative in Paris. Ibrahim 
Souss, and French External Rel- 
ations Minister Roland Dumas in 
which both men were reported to 
have discussed the agreement and 
Middle East issues. 

Before going to Paris. Mr. 
Oasem visited Rome where he 
met with Italian Prime Minister 
Bettino Craxi and delivered to 
him a message from the King add- 
ressed to president Sandro Pertini 
on the Jordan-PLO agreement 
and Middle East issues. 

Mr. Oasem also briefed Mr. 
•Craxi on the details of the agr- 
eement, which, he said, was des- 
igned to contribute to peace eff- 
orts, Petra said. 

Mr. Oasem also met with Italian 


Foreign Minister Guilio Andreotti 
to discuss Middle East issue, and 
also visited the Vatican where he 
met senior Vatican officials to 
brief them on the Jordan-PLO 
accord. 

Italy- has welcomed the 
Jordan-PLO accord and Italian 
officials reported Mr. Andreotti as 
telling Mr. Oasem that Italy saw in 
the latest PLO stand a “sign of a 
break in the Middle East dea- 
dlock.” 

In Bonn, meanwhile. Court 
Minister Adnan Abu Odeh met 
with West German Foreign Min- 
ister Hans-Dietrich Genscher and 
briefed him on the agreement. 

Mr. Abu Odeh had earlier vis- 
ited London on a similar mission 
and met with Foreign Secretary 
Sir Geoffrey Howe and British 
Minister of State Richard Luce. 

Foreign Minister Taher A l 
Masri returned to Amman Thu- 
rsday after delivering a message 
from the King on the agreement to 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 


Reagan, officials differ 
over U.S. bases in Greece 


WASHINGTON (R) — President 
Reagan has denied the United 
States is preparing plans for a wit- 
hdrawal of military bases from 
Greece because of growing anti- 
Americanism there. 

But just hours before Mr. Rea- 
gan made his denial inanewscon- 
ference Thursday, two of his top 
officials told a congressional hea- 
ring the administration was exp- 
loring alternative Mediterranean 
locations for the U.S. bases. 

Recent criticism of the United 
States by Greek Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou had pro- 
mpted the move, they said. 

“We are indeed... making sure 
that if we had to leave (Greece), 
we would not be in a situation 
where we would be unable to.adj- 
ust,” said Richard Perle. assistant 
secretary of defence for int- 
ernational security policy. 


Mr. Perle and Richard Burt, ass- 
istant secretary of state for Eur- 
opean affairs, testified Thursday 
before the House of Rep- 
resentative Subcommittee on 
Europe and the Middle East. 

Mr. Reagan, in response to a 
question about the existence of 
contingency plans to close the 
bases, said: “We have no plans 
about any move of any kind.” 

U.S. officials have said that 
Turkey, Greece’s traditional rival, 
was being considered as a possible 
host for the U.S. bases if Mr. Pap- 
andreou refuses to extend Ame- 
rica’s lease past its 1988 expiry 
date. 

In their testimony to the sub- 
committee, Mr. Perle and Mr. 
Burt both said that the adm- 
inistration would prefer to keep 
the four bases in Greece. 


Kuwaiti election results 
reflect surprise changes 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaitis have Islamic fundamentalists, exc- 
chosen a new national assembly ceding the hopes of even some 
opting for surprise changes which -supporters, again won a handful of 
diplomats say signal mounting seats to consolidate the foothold 
concern over government social they gained in the 1981 elections. 

and ’economic policies. as ^pected, conservatives will 

Results announced Thursday again dominate the assembly, 
for Wednesday’s election show _ . , , 

that over half the 50 members But they appear now >o include 

voted into the next assembly, the a bl ? ader ref ‘ 

only elected Gulf Arab par- ° rnll5t5 and echnocrats prepare 
liament, will be new. to question state policy. A front- 

runner among these is Jassem A1 
Khorafi, chairman of the former 
assembly's finance and economic 
committee whom diplomats wat- 
ched as ‘an election “wea- 
thervane'\to measure public opi- 
nion on state economic policies. 


Despite frequent allegations 
during the election of bribery and 
other irregularities among can- 
didates, diplomats hailed the gov- 
ernment's handling of the polls as 
“a model of fair play.” 


Death toll 
goes up in 
Israeli 
attacks in 
Lebanon 

SIDON. Lebanon (R) — A for- 
mer village mayor died of exp- 
osure Friday after Israeli troops 
kepi him and other Lebanese pri- 
soners out all night in the winter 
cold. Lebanese security sources 
said. 

Israeli troops shot and wounded 
five civilians, including a woman 
and two children, in three separate 
incidents Friday and two Israelis 
were injured in guerrilla attacks, 
they said. 

The death of former Mayor 
Abu Hassan Mohammad Ali 
Jawad in the village of Arab Salim 
brought to five the toll of Leb- 
anese killed in Israeli raids on six 
South Lebanese villages Thu- 
rsday. the sources said. One vic- 
tim, a woman shot at the Nma- 
iriyeh checkpoint on the Israeli 
“front line”, died of her wounds 
Friday. 

Israeli troops again shot at cars 
at the checkpoint Friday, seriously 
wounding a woman and injuring a 
man. they said. 

They also opened fire while 
defusing a roadside bomb east of 
Tyre and wounded two children. 
Local journalist Fadi AI Badran, 
32. was also seriously injured in 
the firing and taken away by the 
Israelis, the sources said. 

Two hours later, north of Tyre, 
a bomb exploded under an Israeli 
armoured personnel carrier, wou- 
nding two soldiers. 

Casualties from another amb- 
ush on an Israeli patrol nearby 
were not immediately known, the 
sources said. There was no imm- 
ediate confirmation of the inc- 
idents from Israeli officials. 

Pedestrians and other people 
riding donkeys and horses used 
side-tracks through orange groves 
to cross the new Israeli “front 
line" south of Sidon. but came 
under fire from Israeli patrols, the 
sources said. No casualties were 
reported. 

Israeli troops and their militia 
allies destroyed 1 3 houses and kil- 
led three people in South Lebanon 
Friday. 

In Tel Aviv. Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres said Friday 
that IsraeTs policy of tough rep- 
risals against resistance forces in 
southern Lebanon was right and 
should continue. 

“ What we are doing in Lebanon 
is the right policy,” he said after 
returning from Romania. 

Mr. Peres rejected pressure to 
speed up IsraeTs pull-out because 
of high casualties. “I think we 
have to implement our plans and 
not change them because we are 
being attacked." he said. 

Militiamen of the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) killed two villagers near 
Arab SaJim, north of Nabatiyeh. 
and Israeli troops demolished 
eight houses in the village and det- 
ained an undisclosed number of 
inhabitants, Israeli sources said. 

In Deir Oanoun Al Nahr. near 
the port city of Tyre, the Israeli 
army shot and killed one and 
wounded two others who tried to 
flee the advancing Israeli forces, 
they said. 

The sources said Israeli troops 
destroyed one house in Tair Deb- 
beh. also in the Tyre area, and 
detained several people suspected 
of anti- Israeli attacks. 

Four houses were demolished in 
Zrariyeh and a number of villagers 
were taken into custody. 

Timor Goksel, spokesman for 
the United Nations Interim Force 
In Lebanon (UNIFIL). said Thu- 
rsday French peacekeepers had 
been sent to Deir Oanoun An 
Nahr and Tair Debbeh but there 
was no word of clashes between 
them and the Israelis. 

The Israelis also mounted 
house-to-house searches in Bourj 
Rahhal and Yanouh but did not 
round up villagers, Goksel said. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Israeli policy will backfire, Shi’ite 
leader says, page 2 
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Egyptian aide to urge 
active U.S. Mideast role 




bri 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s former ambassador to the 
United States flies to Washington Saturday on a 
special mission to urge a more active U«S* role in the 
search for Middle East peace. Foreign Ministry sou- 
rces said. 


They said Ashraf GhorbaTs 
Washington visit, to precede one 
by President Hosni Mubarak next 
month, would focus on pressing 
the U.S. to look favourably on the 
agreement between Jordan and 
ihe PLO on Feb. 11 on a fra- 
mework for peace. 

Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and King Hussein agreed 
to form a joint negotiating team in 
any future talks. 

Mr. Mubarak, whose country is 
the only Arab state that has signed 
a peace treaty with Israel, wel- 
comed the accord but said more 
steps were needed to start neg- 
otiations. 

Mr. Ghorbal, the sources said, 

-Abu Nidal 
alive and 
well, French 
journalist says 

PARIS (R) — Abu Nidal, the 
underground Palestinian ' com- 
mando leader reported to have 
^died in Baghdad hospital more 
than three months ago is alive and 
well, according to a French jou- 
rnalist. 

Lucien Bitterlin. editor of the 
monthly Revue France Pays Ara- 
bes. said in a television interview 
Thursday that he interviewed Abu 
Nidal in the Syrian-held Bekaa 
Valley in eastern Lebanon on Feb. 

6 and 7 unbeknown to the Syrian 
authorities. 

Bitterlin said Abu Nidal told 
him that he had had a heart attack 
and undergone three heart ope- 
rations. 

‘■Apart from that I have no hea- 
lth problems," he was quoted as 
saying in excerpts from the int- 
erview printed in France Pays 
Arabes. 

He described the announeraent 
of his death last November as a 
manoeuvre of some Arab cou- 
ntries “in collusion with" Yasser 
Arafat (leader of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation). 

Abu Nidal, who broke with 
Arafat in 1974, said he was deputy 
secretary-general of the Fateh 
Revolutionary Command Group, 
and that the identity of the group's 
secretary-general could perhaps 
be revealed soon. 

According to the reported int- 
erview, Abu Nidal said that during 
the course of this year “we will 
mount operations against the 
Americans". He did not ela- 
borate. 

Abu Nidal said that his group 
was fighting to create a Palestine 
that would be pan of Syria. 

“Palestine will in futnre be an 
integral part of Syria... it is a str- 
ategic objective of our org- 
anisation." he said. 


would also try to rally support ia 
Washington for increased U.S. 
assistance to Egypt. Cairo, see- 
king parity with American aid to 
Israel, received $2.2 billion a year 
in U.S. economic and military aid. 

Mr. Ghoibal will remain in 
Washingtop.,to join Mr. Mub-. 
arak*s delegation in talks with 
U.S. officials. 

Egypt’s state-owned media Fri- . 
day stepped up a strongly-worded 
campaign for U.S. concessions to 
Egypt on its aid requirements and 
on the Arab-Israeli dispute when 
Mr. Mubarak visits Washington, 
next month. 

“Mr. Mubarak is not going to 
the United States Lo beg, but to 


demand our legitimate rights. All 
our troubles and bottlenecks are a 
consequence of blind U.S. support 
for Israel," the mass-circulation 
A1 Akhbar said. 

Egypt argues that it deserves 
parity with Israel as a result of its 
U.S.-sponsored peace treaty with 
the Jewish state in 1979. 

A1 Akhbar said Egyptians 
might not all agree with Mr. Mub- 
arak on everything, but "we all 
support him in his U.S. visit. 
Those are the demands of every 
Egyptian, not just Mubarak. The 
Arab people ask for justice from 
the leader of the free world." 

“It is important that the United 
States press Israel to change its 
stubborn position on the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation." the 
semi-official A1 Ahram said in a 
front-page editorial. 

AJ Akhbar also referred to a 
request that Egypt be exempted 
from interest on military debts to 
Washington.* 


Spadolini to discuss 
Mideast in Tunisia 


ROME (R) — Italian Defence 
Minister Giovanni Spadolini left 
Rome Friday to begin a three-day 
official visit to Tunisia, where he 
said he would brief Tunisian lea- 
ders on the visit to Rome earlier 
this week of Israeli Premier Shi- 
mon Peres. 

Mr. Spadolini. who will meet 
Tunisian President Habib Bou- 
rguiba and top members of the 
cabinet, told reporters his visit was 
closely linked to current efforts in 
the Middle East to find a solution 
to the Arab-Israeli problem. 

“ I will confirm to the Tunisian 
government the great faith and 


hope with which Italy regards the 
moderate Arab countries which 
follow the path of negotiation and 
discussion as the only way of res- 
olving international con- 
troversies," Mr. Spadolini said. 

On arrival at Tunis Airport, Mr. 
Spadolini said that apart from 
Middle East issues he would be 
discussing cooperation in military 
technology, particularly aer- 
ospace, with Tunisia. 

He also said he would seek a 
solution to disputes over fishing 
zones which have sparked fre- 
quent clashes between Italian tra- 
wlers and the Tunisian Navy. 


Begin considering political 
comeback, newspaper says 


LONDON (Agencies) — Former 
Israeli Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin, who has lived in seclusion 
since resigning in 1983, is con- 
sidering a political comeback, a 
British newspaper said Friday. 

The Jewish Chronicle said 
Begin discussed the possibility in 
an interview but stressed he had 
not made up his mind. 

“I have not yet taken the dec- 
ision, nor can I give the exact date 
when I shall do so. Please und- 
erstand that there are many fac- 
tors to be taken into con- 
sideration," he told the weekly in 
an interview from Israel. 

Begin’ s health had clearly imp- 
roved greatly since he left public 
life 1 7 months ago. the paper said. 
Illness and depression following 
the death of his wife in 1982 were 
cited then as the main reasons for 
his resignation. 

The Jewish Chronicle said he 
had seen several political figures 
recently, including his successor as 
Likud alliance leader Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir. The two 
discussed Middle East peace and 


the possibility of talks between 
Israel and Jordan.- 

Begin told the Jewish Chronicle 
they agreed that talks with Jordan 
should be on the basis of the Camp 
David agreement and that there 
should be no question of involving* 
Palestine Liberation Organisation- 
.leader Yasser Arafat. 

The paper said: “His return to 
public life would completely cha- 
nge th£ Israeli political scene. 
Should he wish it. Mr. Begin 
would again become the leader of 
tlje Herut Party and thus of the 
Likud alliance, of which Herut is 
the largest component... 

“Also, the chances of the Likud 
winning the next general election 
would be improved greatly undeT 
the charismatic leadership of a 
rejuvenated Mr. Begin." 

Asked what he had suggested to 
Shamir during their meeting. 
Begin was quoted as saying: “We 
both agreed that all the talks that 
might be held with Jordan should 
be on the basis of the Camp David 
agreements.” 
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ATHENS MURDER: me body 0 r ass-' 

assinated Nicholas Momferatos, 60, chairman of the 
board of directors at M ApogevmatinT*. a publishing 
house, in an ambulance shortly after the attack 
Thursday night. Momferatos was killed by unk- 


down gunman in his car in downtown Athens. His 
driver was seriously wounded b the attack. An und- 
erground organisation “‘November 17” cla- 
imed responsibility (AP wirepboto) 


Israeli 
policy will 
backfire, 

Shi’ ite 
leader says 

SIDON, Lebanon (R) — Deadly 
Israeli attacks on the South Leb- 
anese ShfUe Muslim civilian pop- 
ulation will only encourage com- 
mando ambushes on Israeli tro- 
ops, a senior Shi* ite militia official 
says. 

Israeli troops and local militia 
allies raided six ShPite villages in 
South Lebanon Thursday killed 
three villagers, bulldozed 13 hou- 
ses and arrested at least 21 people, 
Israeli sources said. 

The raids were the most violent 
of a recent campaign against the 
villages, part of a “get-tough” 
campaign after a wave of attacks 
against Israeli troops that have 
brought the Israeli death toll dur- 
ing the 32-month-long invasion to 
621. 

In Beirut, Akef Haydar, pol- 
itburo chairman of the ShPite 
Amal militia, said the policy of kil- 
lings, arrests and destruction of 
private property in villages near 
scenes of commando attacks 
would backfire. 

“Israel should know that the 
resistance hr the south feeds on 
IsraePs violence and crimes, Str- 
-engthening- the resistance, not 
•weakening it." Mr. Haydar told 
reporters. 

Brushing newly deployed Leb- 
anese army troops aside, the Isr- 
aelis entered the ShPite village of 
Zrariyeh. They shot and wounded 
three people -while they rounded 
up the men, emptied four houses 
and then blew them up, eye- 
witnesses said. 

Standing in front of the wre- 
ckage of his house, a hysterically 
angry middle-aged man shouted 
at reporters: 

“They kidnapped my children 
b front of my eyes, then they told 
us to get out. I wouldn’t leave bec- 
■ ause I built this house, it’s all I’ve 
got. Then, they threw everything 
out. food and everything, and then 
they destroyed it." 


Junblatt rules out return 
to ‘national unity 9 cabinet 


BEIRUT (R) — Druze .leader- 
Walid Junblatt Friday ruled out a 
■return to the “national unity" cab- 
bet and said peace was impossible 
in Lebanon while the rightwing 
Falangist Party held power. 

In an interview with the Beirut 
weekly La Revue Du Lib an. he 
said cabbet sessions between fac- 
tional leaders were “useless... a 
dialogue of the deaf." 

He also called Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi a “charming" 
and “very cultivated" man, and 
said his Progressive Socialist Party 
(PSP) militia received arms from 
Libya, via Syria. 

Declaring “peace is impossible 
b Lebanon while the Falangist 
Party is in power," he blamed Pre- 
sident Amin Gemayel. son of the 
Falangist Party fouader, for the 
cabinet stalemate. 

Mr. Junblatt has boycotted the 
cabbet for months. ShPite Muslim 
militia leader Nabih Bern has also 
begun a boycott and both accuse 
Mr. Gemayel of stallbg on pro- 
mised reforms to give Muslims 
more power. 

“We completely reject the pol- 
itics of the Falangist Party, rep- 
resented by Mr. Amin Gemayel b 
the government." Mr. Junblatt 
said. 

“If s out of the question (that I 
attend the cabbet). Collaboration 
with those people is useless. It's A ’ 
dialogue of the <ieaf. 

“Some are still living in' the 
middle ages, others are fascists 
greedy for money and power. As a 
socialist, I oppose this team," the 
37-year-old millionaire Druze 
chieftain added. 

Mr. J unblatt, who is on a visit to 
Libya, said: “I receive arms from 
my friend Colonel (Muammar) 
Qadhafi and I won’t hide the fact 
that they arrive via Syria. 

“The colonel is a charming man. 
He »s known in the Arab World 
and the West as a terrorist. That’s 
■ stupid. He has his theories and his 
ideas and is very cultivated." 

Referring to a 6,000-raan Mul- 
tinational Force in Lebanon bet- 
ween late 1982 and early 1984, 
Mr. Junblatt said U.S. and French 
“Intervention" had put him firmly 



ASEC meeting to discuss 
U.S.-Israeli free zone 


TUNIS (J.T.) — U.S.- Israeli plans 
to establish a free trade zone will 
be among the main topics for dis- 
cussion here by the Arab Social 
and Economic Council (ASEC) 
due to open its meetings on Sat- 
urday. 

Abo on the agenda are topics 
that include obstacles impeding 
the exchange of agricultural pro- 
ducts among Arab countries, 
Arab investments in off-shore 
zones and facilitating air travel 
among Arab countries, according 
to a spokesman for the Arab Lea- 
gue where the meetings will take 
place. 

The Jordanian delegation which 
comprises representatives from 
the ministries of trade and cus- 
toms has arrived in Tunis for the 
meeting. 

Also arrivbg in the Tunisian 


capital for the meeting was Mr. 
Mahdi A1 Ubeidi, secretary gen- 
eral of the Amman-based Council, 
of Arab Economic Unity 
(CAEU). who said thar the cou- 
ncil will discuss a number of eco- 
nomic topics of interest to the 
Arab Worid, and will hear a report 
on the CAELTs performance and 
{Hans as well as discuss Arj* mon- 
etary and banking activities. 

The Arab regulations for the 
boycott of Israel and ways to imp- 
lement them iiLthe face of the pro- 
jected U .S.-Israeli free trade rone 
will also be among the topics for 
discussion. Mr. Ubeidi added. 

He said that the resolutions and 
recommendations of the council 
will be referred to Arab ministers 
of economy and trade due lo hold 
a meeting in Tunis on Feb. 25. 


Israelis impose curfew 
on West Bank town 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Israeli 
authorities have imposed a curfew 
on Halhoul in the occupied Arab 
West Bank and are reported by 
conducting a wide scale search 
campaign following the stoning of 
Israeli military vehicles on Wed- 
nesday. 

Reports from the West Bank 
said that another curfew has been . 
imposed on the Palestinian ref- 
ugee camp of Balata near Nablus 
and dozens of people have been 
detained for questioning. 

Near Bethlehem, the occ- 
upation forces are reported to 


have damped arbitrary measures 
on five small towns where homes 
were searched and troops in mil- 
itary vehicles were roaming the 
streets. 

Reports said that the towns of 
Housan, Nahhalin. Battir. A1 
Khader and A1 Ritas have been 
subjected to the new measures 
which prohibit the male citizens 
from leaving their towns. 

Reports spoke of hundreds of 
arrests being made in these towns 
and men arc forced to stand in 
long queues in severe weather 
conditions for daily questioning. 


Walid Junblatt 

in the Soviet camp. 

PSP fighters clashed with U.S. 
Marines in the American, French, 
Italian and British force. The bat- 
tleship New Jersey and other U.S. 
warships bombarded PSP pos-' 
itions. and French warplanes 
bombed an opposition base in the 
eastern Bekaa Valley. 

“1 used to have the illusion of a 
certain American dream, that 
brought America close to the 
world. In fact the Americans are 
really childish and brutaL," Mr. 
Junblatt said. 

“I’ve opted for the Eastern Bloc 
for now and evermore. I defend 
Soviet policies from Afghanistan, 
to Poland." " ” 

The Libyan News Agency 
JANA meanwhile said Mr. Jun- 
blatt signed an agreement with 
Ibrahim Qoleilat, leader of the 
Sunni Muslim Murabitoun Mov- 
ement, during his visit to Libya 
promising to “adhere firmly to' 
improving the nationalist, pan- 
Arab and Islamic stand." 

JANA, monitored in Beirut, 
said the two men Thursday night 
met Libyan second-in-command 
Abdul Sal am Jalloud, who arr- 
anged a reconciliation between 
them after Mr. Junblatfs men 
beat Mr. Qoleilafs militia in a bat- 
tle for control of parts of west Bei- 
rut last March. 

After that accord the Mur- 
abitoun took back some positions, 
but Mr. Qoleilat did not return to 
Beirut. 


Envoy delivers Moroccan 
message to Washington 


WASHINGTON (R)— Secretary, 
of State George Shultz has had 
talks with Morocco's new foreign 
minister, Abdellatif FUali, who the 
State Department said brought a 
message from King Jlassan. 

Spokesman Edward Djerejian 
told reporters: “We. on our part, 
welcome this chance to review our 
bilateral relations with Morocco." 

Mr. Filali, who recently ass-‘ 
umed the Foreign Ministry post 
after having been minister of inf- 
ormation, is also to have talks at 
the White House, Mr. Djerejian 
said. * - 

Morocco is a longtime ally of 
the United States but relations 
were strained last year when the 
North .African kingdom entered 
into a treaty with Libya. 

Mr. Shultz told the House of 
Representatives Foreign Affaire 


Committee that the United States 
had told the Moroccan gow_ 
eminent of his disappointment* 
over this “unwelcomed dev- 
elopment.” 

He said that Libyan leader 
Muammar QadhafTs "aggression 
against neighbouring states and 
his undimmished support of ter- 
rorism and subversion worldwide 
are continuing causes of concern 

Mr. Shultz Said these concerns 
had been registered with the Mor- 
occans, and the United States told 
them H discounted any possibility 
that *rhe _ association widr King 
H assail could be a constructive inf-* 
luence on Col. Qadhafi. 

But Mr. Djerejian said that the 
United States continued to con- 
duct relations with Morocco “on 
the basis of our mutually per- 
ceived needs and interests.” 


Halefoglu: Cyprus meeting 
should be well prepared 


DOHA (R) — Turkish Foreign 
Minister Vahit Halefoglu said Fri- 
day careful preparations should be 
made ahead of a farther meeting 
between leaders of the Turkish 
and Greek Cypriot communities 
to resolve the Cyprus problem. 

He also told a news conference 
on a three-day official visit to 


Qatar that Turkey would continue 
efforts to find a solution to the 
53-month-old Iran-iraq war. 

Mr. Halefoglu arrived in Doha 
Thursday and will go on to file 
United Arab Emirates Saturday. 
He visited Kuwait and Bahrain 
last month and is due to fly to 
Saudi Arabia next month. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

* A Cultural-Art Festival, at the Hou- 
sing Bank Complex. 

* Korean photo and traditional han- 
dicrafts exhibition, 4.-00 pm. at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 1 

* An exhibition about the Jordanian 
fauna and animal life at the French Cul- 
tural Centre (FCC) 

” An exhibition of oil paintings by Yus- 
sef Badawi at the Alia An Gallery. 
Jab ai Amman. 


CULTURAL CENTRES " 

Royal Cultural Centre . TeL 661026/7 
American Centre — 44371 


American Centre Library ... 

41 520 


..... 37009 

Goethe Institute 

41993 
44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre — 
.Turkish Cultural Centre 

... 24049 
.... 39777 
.. 665195 


- 667181 

Y.W.CA. 

Y.W.M-A. 

Amman Municipal Library , 

- 41793 
_ 664251 
... 36111 


University of Jordan Library 


MUSEUMS 

FufldoR Mascot: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Ako mosaics 
from Madaba And J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
pm. Year-round. TeL 31760. 

Jcrt— Ar ch a n lo gic sl M im cnri; Hasan 
excellent caUjction of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal AJ QaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hoars: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm., 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 am. 
4.00 pm.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jerdaa National GaBcry: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary IsJitmir artists 


from most of the Muslim countries anda 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazah, Jabal * 
Luweibdeh. Opening boors: 10.00 am. 

1 JO pm. and 3.30 p.m. - 6.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 301 28. 

Martyrs’ Memorial i Military Mosenmfc 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from, the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m.-4 pm. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

Popular Life of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 37169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Haas Amman Chib. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, 1 JO p.m. 

Limn Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Amnion Hotel, 7 JO p.m. 

Ptafladetphla Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 

1 :30 p.m. 

Rotary dob. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 pm. 
Royal AntomabBe Chib. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. TeL 815261. 


CHURCHES 

SL Joseph Cburcb (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 24590. 

Church of the Annim'ati on (Raman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, 37440. 

Dc la Sale Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661 737. 

Church of the Anaimriatwai (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdalL 23541. 

Anglican Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 25383. 
Ar menian Catholic Church Ashrafich. 
771331. 

Arinenlao Orthodox Church Ashrafwh, 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inler- 
deao m t n a ti onai): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani, 816534. 

PRAYER TIMES 


04:49 

06:12 

11:50 

1*02 

17:27 

1&50 


Fajr 

(Sunrise) Duka 

Dhubr 

— ‘Aar 

— - — Maghreb 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Aha 
International Airport, ttL (08) 53250, 
53070. 53082, 53171, where b should 
always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

09*30 Aqaba (RJ) 

09-J0 Dubai, Karachi (RJ) 

09:45 Cairo (RJ) 

09?45 Kuwait (RJ) 

#955 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (RT) 

0945 Dbahran (RJ) 

10JO Cairo (MS) 

10e20 - Beirut (RJ) 

10*5 Riyadh (RJ) 

19:45 _ — Singapore, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

104® Laruaca, Damascus (RJ) 

1240 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muscat 
(GF) 

14:40 Kuwait (KU) 

16:15 Baghdad (IA) 

1705 Athens (RJ) 

17:30 — Frankfurt, Copenhagen (RJ) 

1800 Paris. Damascus (AF) ■ 

1800 Cairo (RJ) 

1&45 Rome. Damascus (AZ) 

1905 Beirut (MEA) 

1945 Tripoli (RJ) 

20£0 — ... Frankfurt, Damascus (LH) 

2200 Cairo (MS) 

0fe45 Cairo (RJ) 

01:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

OL30 ..... — Bucharest. Larnaca (RO) 

DEPARTURES 

ABM Cairo (RJ) 

0600 ...... Damascus, Frankfurt (LH) 

07:00 Beirut (RJ) 

07:15 ™ — .... — .. Aqaba {RJ) 

■800 — Athens (OA) 

•toW Beirut (MEA) 

1105 . — _ Tripoli (RJ)" 

1U30 Athens (RJ) 

11:45 Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

12:15 — Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

1200 ~ Frankfurt (RJ) 

1200 Rome, Paris (RJ) 

1341 — ...... .......... Bahrain (GF) 

1340 — London (RJ) 

1400 Cairo (RJ) 

1540 Kuwait (KU) 

1700 Baghdad (IA) 

1900 Kuwait (RJ) 

28:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

2fc30 ... Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

20:45 Cairo (RJ) 

21:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

2300 .Cairo (MS)* 

02:40 Laruaca, Bucharest (RO) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line dupe docking at Aqaba 
port : 

— Golden Amman 

— Baloees 

— Gandara 

— Podgora 

— Benignity 

— Huai Rolna 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Teh 
22324 (six tines) at your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local sell/buy met in fib 

Belgm franc 620/ 63 

Dutch guilder 110.9/ 11 1.6 

Egyptian guinea 30 S.fc 309J 

French franc 40.8/ 41 1 

Iraqi dmar 350.6/ 356 A 

Ualran lire (for 100) 202/ 205 

Japanese yen (for 100) 158.6/ 159.9 

Kuwaiti dinar 1342.6/ 1350.6 

Lebanese Hra 31.0/ 31.9 

Omarririyal 1186.6/ 1195.6 

Qatmriyal 113 . 6 / 114.6 

Sauk nyal 116 / 116 . 6 

Swedish crown .... 44 . 5 / 45 J 

Swas franc ...... 147/ 14&2 

Syrian lira 33.6/ 34.7 

UAE dirham 112.7/ 113.5 

u.K. sterling pound 451.1/ 454.7 

US. dollar 414/ 4165 

W. German mark 124.fr/ 125.6 


WEATHER 

* 

Bulletin suppUed by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

An increase in temperature is expected 
with low douds and southeasterly mod- 
erate winds. In Aqaba, winds win be 
northerly moderate and calm seas. 

Low/high temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 0/1] ' 

Aqaba ... 7/20 

Deserts .-..-...- 1/11 

Jordan Valley 2/18 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 7.8, Aqaba 17. Hnmidiiy rea- 
dings: Amman 62 per cent, Aqaba 36 
per cent. 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance — 193, 775111 

firaaid. fife; police 199 

Blood bank 775121 

Gril Defence reacue 661121 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192,21111,37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service 771 125-8 

Oinsen Alia InL Airport _ (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813-32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn .. 44281-4 
AkQeb Maternity. J. Amman .. 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malbas, J. Amman 36140 

Palestine. Shmeuani 664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar AJ-Shifa, J. Hussein 667158- 

Al-Mnaaher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali 665292 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164 

I ta lian, Al-Mbhajreen 777101-3 

AJ-Basbir, J. Ashrafieh 775111 

Army. Marks 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 


-AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Abbadi 778959 

Dr. AS Aged 979(9 


Mreish pharmacy 

Ai Satan pharmuy 

Firas pharmacy 

Nayroukh pharmacy .. 

Samih pharmacy 

Sameer pharmacy 

Darin pharmacy 

TAXIS: 


.... 770910 

— 36730 

- 666912 
..... 23672 
.... r > (-) 
._ 061898 
(-) 


Rainbow taxi .. 37249 


Amha«u<dor tf** 


Karnak taxi 


Jilmrl fnri 


Nahda taxi 

IRBID 

Dr. Shehdeh AJ Zagfa 

Al Wehda pharmacy ... 

. 242049 

ZARQAr 

Dr. Walid Halasa „ (982799) 

GENERAL 


Jordan Television 

7731 1 1' 

Radio Jordan 


Ministry of Tourism 

Hotel complaints . . 

~ 423ii 

Price complain™ .... 


Telephone: 

Information 

Jordan and Middle East eaUs 
Overseas mlfe 

—L. 12 
— 10 

Cable or telegram . 

Repair service 1 j 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppcritow price 

Apple (doable red) 

Apple (golden) 

Apple (starfcen) . ... 

Banana 

Banana (Mufcamntar) .,„ 


Broad beans 

Cabbage 

Chestnut 

Carrot (yeflow) — 

Carrot (black) 

CanKflcnrer , 

Cucumber (luge) 

Cucumber (small) 

EMPkni (Imge) ... 

eggplant (small)'.., 

&rik , ,, . 

G ra pe fr u i t _._™2 


** fits per kg. 

— 300 / 270 

— 300 / 270 
—.300/270 

— 280/240 
— - 240/210 
— - 250/200 
—.190/160 

— 70/ 50 

— 620/580 
— 140/120 
160/140 

— 70/ 50 
--120/ 90 

— 210/170 
— 170/130 
— 170/130 
— 180/150 

— 190/160 


Lemon 

Lettuce (per one) 

Maflow 1 

Mandarin 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Onion (dry) 

Onion (green) 

Oranges (Abu Surra) 


Parsley 

Pears (American) 
Peppo (sweet) i 

Pepper (hot green) 

Potatoes (focal) 

Radishes 


tomatoes 

Turnip 


— 140/100 

70/ 50 

— 250/2Q0- 
— 150/ 100 

— 90/ 70 
— 150/120. 

— 150/120 

— 150/120 

— 270 / 220. 
170/540 

— 70/. 70 
...-600/550 
-.600/540 
..-.600/540 
— 170/130 

— 70/ SQ 

— :o/ so- 

— 170/ 13ft 

— 130/100 . 







Home 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY FEBRUARY 23, 1985 3 


'jp 


•,v 


¥• 


* 


ft 1 


4 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hassan congratulates Emir of Qatar 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, sent a cable of congratulations Thursday to the Emir 
of Qatar Sheikh Khalifa Ibn Hamad Al Thani on the anniversary 
of his assuming his constitutional power. In his cable Prince Has- 
san wished the people of Qatar further progress and prosperity. 

Seven people die in week’s accidents 

AMMAN (Petra) — Seven people were killed and 97 others were 
injured during the last week in 185 road accidents, according to 
the Public Security Department's weekly statistical report. The 
report said that Amman had 92 accidents resulting in 42 injuries 
while the suburbs had nine accidents. Zarka four. Balqa four. 
Irbid three. Karak nine. Ma’an two, Aqaba five and the desen 
eleven, the report concluded. 

U.N. specialists to study health conditions ■ 

AMMAN (Petra) — A United Nations fact finding mission is due 
here on March 19 to investigate health conditions in the occupied 
Arab territories. The mission's members wiU meet with officials at 
the concerned ministries in Amman and wiU hear reports about 
the general health conditions in areas under Israeli rule. The 
mission, led by a specialist from the World Health Organisation 
(WHO), is being sent to the area in view of Israel's arbitrary 
measures against Arab doctors in the occupied territories. 

Mufti appointed protocol assistant 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Royal Decree has been issued appointing 
Basel Sa’id Al Mufti as assistant to the chief of Royal protocol. 
■Mr. Mufti, who graduated from the Middle East University in 
Turkey, has been working abroad for the past 20 years and this is 
the first post he will hold in Jordan. 

Arar receives N. Yemeni police team 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior Suleiman Arar Thursday received a visiting North Yem- 
eni police delegation led by Lieutenant Colonel Mohammad Al 
Ansi. Mr. Arar welcomed the delegation who conveyed to him 
greetings from officials in the Yemeni security authorities. Public 
Security Director Lieutenant General Diab Yousef also received 
the Yemeni delegation and the two sides discussed fields of coo- 
peration between the two countries. 

Turkish labour minister due Feb. 26 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Turkish minister of labour is due here on 
Feb. 26 on a three-day official visit to Jordan for talks with 
Jordanian officials. The minister will meet with his Jordanian 
counterpart. Dr. Tayseer Abdul Jaber. to discuss bilateral coo- 
peration in labour-related affairs and social development matters. 

GUVS elects new board of directors 

AMMAN (Petra) — The General Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) in Jordan has elected a new board of directors and 
endorsed a new budget for 1985. The election came at a meeting 
attended by representatives of 27 charitable and volumaiy soc- 
ieties and the Ministry of Social Development. The 11 -member 
board is chaired by Dr. Abdullah Al Khatib. 


SSC revenues 
total JD 113m 
as investment 
plans continue 

AMMAN" (Petra) — Revenues of 
the Social Security Corporation 
(SSC) during the past five years 
Totalled JD 113.250,000, of which 
about JD 40.5 million was col- 
lected during the year 1984. SSC 
Director General Mahdi Al Far- 
han has said. Dr. Farhan added 
that the SSC has spent about JD 
1 1 million during the same period, 
of which JD4.5 million were spent 
in 1984. I 

Cash surpluses totalling about. 
JD 1 02 million j^ere available dur- 
ing tbe period from 1980 to 1984 
and these surpluses are being inv- 
ested in economic and social dev- 
elopment projects within the fra- 
mework of an investment strategy, 
he said. 

SSC investments during the past 
five years amounted to JD 136 
million, distributed among the 
various economic sectors, Dr. 
Farhan said. He added that JD 20 
million has been invested in sha- 
reholding companies and that JD 
22 million are invested in hotels 
and rest ho uses purchased by the 
SSC. These hotels are the Amra. 
Petra and Aqaba hotels as well as 
19 rest ho uses. Dr. Farhan added. 

The company also invested JD 
17 million in loans and JD 9 mil- 
lion in development bonds in add- 
ition to about JD 33 million dep- 
osited in banks to pay for the cor- 
poration's shares in the various 
projects and for future investment 
The Tourist Investments Dep- 
artment (TID) of the SSC is now 
putting the finishing touches to the 
Dead Sea resthouse and plans to 
formally open it to the public 
soon. 

The TID will embark on dev- 
eloping the Azraq oasis resthouse 
as soon as work on the Dead Sea 
resthouse has been completed. 
The TID plans to build chalets and 
swimming pools at Azraq and the 
mineral spring that have been dis- 
covered recently there. 

After Azraq. the TID has plans 
to develop the resthouse at Petra 
where a library, cinema and chi- 
ldren’s facilities will be built and 
then at Dibbin and Shtefina in the 
north, which are both visited by 
tourists and local people in the 
summer- These projects will be 
followed by similar ones at Karak 
resthouse and the Aqaba hotel 
The TID cooperates with other 
government departments. Alia, 
the Royal Jordanian Airline, and 
tourist agencies in Jordan. 



Minister of Trade and Industry Jawad Al Anani 
(second right) returns to Amman after-trade talks 


with officials in tbe Gulf and opening a Jordanian 
products exhibition in Bahrain (Petra photo) 


Zaben opens automatic 
phone exchange in Aqaba 


AQABA (Petra) — A new aut- 
omatic telephone exchange, with 
an initial capacity of 5.000 lines, 
was opened in Aqaba on Thu- 
rsday. Minister of Com- 
munications Mohammad Addoub 
Al Zaben opened the new exc- 
hange which, he said, can have a 
maximum capacity of 40,000 
lines. 

The project cost JD 1.2 million 
and is part of a comprehensive 
plan to improve and expand tel- 
ephone systems in sourhem Jor- 
dan, the minister said. The new 


exchange will be of special benefit 
for the industrial zone along the 
southern coastal regions of 
Aqaba, Dr. Zaben said in a speech 
at the opening ceremony. ^ 

He said that the project was fin- 
anced by a loan from Japan i ext- 
ended to the Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCC) which und- 
ertakes telephone projects in the 
Kingdom. Several officials and 
directors of local institutions and 
the chamber of trade attended the 
ceremony. 


IPA to hold training course for 
financial administrators 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Institute 
of Public Administration (IPA) 
will hold a training course for sen- 
ior financial administrators in 
government ministries, dep- 
artments, corporations and pri- 
vate sector companies on March 
23. . 

The course, which will ran for 
one week,, aims to improve the 
skills of finance administrators in 
the utilisation of manpower res- 
ources, financial analyses, multi- 
purpose financial projects, fin- 
ancial planning and finance res- 


ources. 

The course also includes the 
definition of financial man- 
agement, administration of fin- 
ance departments, finance adm- 
inistrator's functions and res- 
ponsibilities, budgets and a review 
of Jordan's financial . and mon- 
etary policies. 

The course is part of a com- 
prehensive training plan set up by 
the institute to develop and imp- 
rove public service practices in 
Jordan. 


AOSM concludes course 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 12-day 
course on documentation and inf- 
ormation was concluded here 
Thursday at the office of the gen- 
eral secretariate of the Arab Org- 
anisation: of Standardisation and 
Metrology -(AOSM).. 


The course, attended by 16 tra- 
inees from 1 6 Ardb countries, was 
designed to develop .the par- 
ticipant skills in the fields of inf- 
ormation sorting and doc- 
umentation. ■ • 


ALECSO 
announces 
Arab culture 
award 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arab 
League Educational. Cultural and 
Scientific Organisation (ALE- 
CSO) .has announced the terms of 
nominations for its 1985 prize on 
Arab culture. 

The award, comprising a 
515,000 prize, a medal and an 
ALECSO certificate, will be awa- 
rded to a contemporary Arab sch- 
olar for his works in the field of 
Arab thought and its cultural and 
spiritual foundations. 

ALECSO stipulates that works 
from any contestant should be in 
line with ALECSO aims and obj- 
ectives. and should help fulfil 
Arab and humanitarian values. 
ALECSO set April as the dea- 
dline for accepting nominations. 


First agricultural 
show planned 
for April 17 

AMMAN (Petra) — The agr- 
icultural materials merchants ass- 
ociation will hold the first Royal 
agricultural exhibition on April 1 7 
at the University of Jordan farm in 
the central Jordan Valley. 

A II the agricultural companies 
in the country will take part in the 
exhibition to demonstrate the tec- 
hnological and qualitative leap 
which Jordan has made in recent 
years in the agricultural field. On 
display during the week-long exh- 
ibition will be various Jordanian 
agricultural products. 


Cultural centre, theatre in Jordan need urgent help, RCC official says 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Jordan Times Sum Reporter 

AMMAN — The Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC) in Amman is facing 
a critical financial problem which 
•needs an urgent solution from 
concerned government officials in 
order to enable the RCC to con- 
tinue offering cultural events as 
well as keeping its cultural sta- 
ndards. according to Mr. Hani 
.Snowbar, the assistant director of 
the RCC. 

Mr. Snowbar has recently ret- 
urned to Amman after rep- 
resenting Jordan at an int- 
. ernationaJ theatre conference in 
London. Jordan was the only 
Arab country invited 10 attend this 
specialised conference. 

Mr. Snowbar told the Jordan 
Times that the conference tackled 
issues concerning the problems 
faced by cultural theatres and cen- 
tres and ways of solving these pro- 
blems. The conference also dis- 
cussed ways in which cultural the- 
atres and centres could be sup- 
ported. 

The Jordanian working paper 
presented during the conference 
dealt with the problems that the 
RCC is facing. One of these pro- 
blems Mr. Snowbar said is that the 
■British company responsible for 
building the RCC and for the 
ultra- sensitive equipment ins- 
tallations has “proved its lack of- 
experience in constructing the- 
atres." He said: “The Company 
did not rake into consideration 


that such a project was to be con- 
structed in Jordan, and the RCC 
building turned out to be a closed 
complex'. Such a closed complex. 
Mr. Snowbar said, has created 
problems for ventilation and hea- 
ting. “We are unable to open any 
window in the RCC building. We 
are paying a high bill for ele- 
ctricity. water supply as weQ as for 
fuel in order to preserve the ultra 
sensitive technical equipment we 
use in our productions and dis- 
plays". he added. 

Wasted space 

Another problem of the RCC 
building, Mr. Snowbar continued, 
is the extraordinary vast space 
used for corridors, salons and wai- 
ting areas. On the other hand, he 
added, the main theatre lacks an 
adequate number of seats, esp- 
ecially since the main theatre at 
the RCC is the only available the- 
atre stage for professional shows 
in Amman. 

Mr. Snowbar went on to say that 
the seminar discussed the adm- 
inistrative and financial situations 
at the cultural centres and theatres 
and it was shown that 80 per cent 
of the theatres and cultural centres 
budget in developed countries 
comes from their governments 
and the remaining 20 per cent is 
covered from theatres restaurants, 
cafeterias and ticket sales. The 
governments of the developed 
countries also offer moral support 
through donating prizes to out- 


standing artists and technical staff, 
he said. 

During the conference, Mr. 
Snowbar added, a programme to 
exchange expertise and con- 
sultants and to offer training cou- 
rses for personnel in theatres and 
cultural centres was discussed in 
an attempt to support theatres and 
cultural centres. Such pro- 
grammes will be organised in col- 
laboration with British cultural 
centres throughout the world and 
the cultural centres and theatres in 
each of the twenty seven countries 
which participated in the int- 
ernational theatre conference, in 
London, as all of these countries 
have problems and need expertise 
exchange, he said. 

England will be sending con- 
sultants and experts to visit the 
RCC to try and solve someof the 
design problems and fuel, ele- 
ctricity and water expenses. Mr. 
Snowbar said that the British 
Council in Amman will sponsor 
this activity and the British experts 
will work with the Jordanian tec- 
hnicians and consultants at tbe 
RCC in order to solve design pro- 
blems and to think of ways in 
which electricity and fuel expenses 
could be cut down to a minimum. 

The British Council in Amman 
has also sponsored some of the 
administrative and technical staff 
working at the RCC by offering 
training courses in such fields. 
Some of the staff are currently att- 
ending British colleges and edu- 
cational institutes. 




The Royal Cultural Centre in Amman which, acc- 
. ording to some experts, suffers from poor design 


quality. The centre Is also threatened by a financial 
crisis (J.T. file photo) 


Hani Snowbar 

Mr. Snowbar described the cul- 
tural situation in Jordan for the 
year 1985 as “a vacuum or theatre 
drought", due to the fact that 
1 985 budget is crucial and priority 
will be given to other sectors. As 
proof of the critical theatrical and 
cultural situation. Mr. Snowbar 
said that an agreement with Dir- 
ector of the Department of Cul- 
ture and Arts Haidar Mahmoud, 
myself and three other persons 
.concerned with cultural events 
standard, has been signed which 
stales that 1 2 plays are to be per- 
formed this year at the RCC, and 
that Jordan Television was to rec- 
ord the plays and present each of 
the twelve plays on a monthly 
basis under the title “Play 
of the Month". 

No budget 

He said: "The Ministry of Cul- 
ture, Tourism and Antiquities 
promised to assist by offering JD 
1 .500 for each production through 
the Department of Culture and 
Arts. To ray surprise, and upon ray 
return from England. I discovered 
that the agreement has been can- 
celled due the lack of an adequate 
budget to finance such a cultural 
event." 

Mr. Snowbar added that RCCs 
theatre group and theatre sfci- 
ivhics are suffering financial pro- 
blems which arc hindering the 
RCC from presenting plays. He 
added that Jordan has been inv- 
ited to the International Theatre 
Show to be held in San Francisco 
this summer and that the RCC was 
requested to present a play in 
Arabic. “But the tragic situation is 
that we don't even nave money to 
buy tickets and to cover our travel 
expenses to such an international 
event in which 62 countries will be 
participating." Mr. Snowbar said. 
“Also, the RCC does not have a 


budget to stage a competitive play 
meeting the professional int- 
ernational standard of such an int- 
ernational event," he added. 

Mr. Snowbar urged the gov- 
ernment. the public and local ins- 
titutions to offer the RCC both 
financial and moral support. He 
said: “The RCC promises and cha- 
llenges that it is capable of staging 
productions on the professional 
and international standard if JD 
40.009 is donated the centre. Let 
people of the government give us a 
one year try out and we will prove 
ourselves and the standard of the 
plays we can stage.” 

Another solution presented by 
Mr. Snowbar, is that if a donation 
is given to the RCC on a loan 
basis, the RCC could stage plays 
and Jordan Television could rec- 
ord them and export them to out- 
side markets and the revenues 
would be so much that RCC could 
pay back the loan, raise the sta- 
ndard of local plays to the pro- 
fessional standard and thus there 
could be a theatre movement of 
which Jordan could be proud. 

Too many actors 

Mr. Snowbar criticised the Min- 
istry of Culture, Tourism and Ant- 
iquities decision to open an acting 
institute which started functioning 
in early February. “The RCC is 
offering training to all the actors 
who are participating in theatre 
shows, whether these participants 
are professionals or join on a 
hobby basis. The RCC is teaching 
participants in all fields of theatre 
arts to join any play production. 
Therefore, the budget . allocation 
for the acting institute which is 
somehow "quite big", could be 
used for supporting the three gov- 
ernmental theatres, the Palace of 
Culture, the Department of Cul- 
ture and Arts theatre and the 
RCC," he said. 

Mr. Snowbar added that the act- 
ing institute should be stopped 
immediately, especially since no 
feasibility studies were conducted 
to test the need for such an ins- 
titute. Also. Mr. Snowbar said that 
Jordan has reached a state of 
self-sufficiency in terms of theatre 
actors and that a lot of Jordanian 
technicians are attending training 
programmes for theatre and a 
number of Jordanian students are 
pursuing their university edu- 
cation in theatre arts, production 
and direction. "What we really 
lack is proper organisation and 
supervision on money spending," 
he said. 

Mr. Snowbar also said all that 


the RCC needs is a moral support 
from the public to revive the cul- 
tural and art movement in Jordan. 
“Jordanians should encourage 
plays through attending local pro- 
ductions and private institutions 
and companies as well as the pub- 
lic could offer donations to upg- 
rade the theatre movement in Jor- 
dan," he said. 

Mr. Snowbar added that three 
factors govern the success of a 
proper theatre movement in Jor- 
dan: the standard of plays and act- 
ors, continuous theatre pro- 
ductions and raising theatrical 
awareness in Jordanians as well as 
financial support. 

If these three aspects arc ful- 
filled, Jordan could reach a dev- 
eloped stage of theatre am and 
cultural production, he said. As an 
indicator to this, in 1973. an ave- 
rage of 7,000 audience used to 
attend a play that was on show for 
one week, nowadays a one week 
show attracts an average of 700 
audience. 

Surviving ‘by a miracle* 

He pointed out that the cun-ent 
programmes offered at the RCC. 
such as plays for children and adu- 
lts. music shows, art exhibitions 
and ballet and music courses are 
surviving“by a miracle'*, and that 
such activities are subject to a 
negative change if the RCC bud- 
get is not increased. Mr. Snowbar 
stressed the fact that the RCCs 
theatrical shows aim to raise the 
level of awareness in the theatre 
audience. “We are cautious fo 
stage shows which the audience 
need, not what they want." he 
said. 

Asked why Jordanians attend 
foreign plays more than local 
plays, Mr. Snowbar said that Jor- 
danian citizens arc still suffering 
from “an inferiority complex" 
regarding anything foreign to be 
better than the local item. Added 
to this is the fact that foreign act- 
ors and theatre directors the- 
mselves participate in advertising 
their shows as well as selling tic- 
kets. Therefore. Jordanian actors 
and directors and producers sho- 
uld campaign for their plays and 
promote the selling of tickets, he 
said. 

Mr. Snowbar insisted that the 
RCC and other cultural centres 
are not asking for a full expenses 
coverage but rather a great par- 
ticipation which could be inc- 
reased through the selling of tic-, 
kets and company donations to 
save theatre in Jordan from "acol- 
lapse". 


Industry minister returns from Gulf tour 

Jordan, Bahrain to 
increase bilateral 
trade, Anani says 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and Bahrain have agr- 
eed to make full studies designed to increase their 
bilateral trade and Bahrain is expected to import 
Jordanian aluminium floride. Minister of Industry 
and Trade Jawad Al Anani said here Thursday. 


The min ister was speak ing upon 
returning to Amman from visits to 
Bahrain and the United Arab 
Emirates where he held talks with 
officials on bolstering trade and 
economic relations with Jordan. 

During his stay in Manama, the 
minister endowed an agreement, 
earlier initialled by officials from 
Jordan and Bahrain, on increasing 
the volume of trade between the 
two countries especially iron, fer- 
tilisers and petrochemicals. He 
also opened a Jordanian trade fair 
which was organised by the Min- 


istry of Industry and T rade in coo- 
peration with Alia, the Royal Jor- 
danian Airline, the Housing Bank 
and the Arab Bank. 

While in Dubai, the minister 
said he met with a large number of 
Jordanian and Arab businessmen 
who expressed their desire to 
make investments in Jordan s 
trade, agricultural, industrial. tou- 
rist and transport fields. 

Returning with the minister 
were the members of the del- 
egation accompanying him on the 
Gulf tour. 


Peres sets conditions 


(Continued from page 1) 
Mr. Peres said Mr. Ceausescu 
viewed as a turning point the 
Jordan-PLO agreement. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. adm- 
inistration said Thursday that the 
two days of U.S.-Soviet talks on 
the Middle East this week had 
been "useful in clarifying each 
side's policies and positions.'' 

U.S. officials said that during 
the talks, which ended Wednesday 
in Vienna, the Soviet side raised 
the idea of an international con- 
ference on the Arab- Israel con- 
flict. a suggestion the officials cal- 
led “a dead-end approach.” 

In a brief statement on the talks. 
State Department spokesman 


Edward Djerejian told reporter*.: 
“As we said in advance, we were 
not attempting to reach any agr- 
eements or understandings." 

“The meetings, nevertheless, 
were useful in clarifying each 
side's policies and positions.” 

Mr. Djerejian said the talks, the 
first between the United States 
and the Soviet Union on the Mid- 
dle East in more than seven years, 
were conducted in a businesslike 
atmosphere and that no follow-on 
meetings were planned. 

The two sides discussed the 
Arab-I&raeli dispute. Lebanon 
and the Iran-lraq war, officials 
said. 


Death toll goes up in Lebanon 


(Continued from page 1) 

People in nearby Maarakeh blo- 
cked roads with burning tyres to 
deter the Israelis from entering, 
security sources said. 

In Beirut, the Foreign Ministry 
Thursday asked Lebanon's del- 
egate to the United Nations, Ras- 
hid Fakhouxy, to lodge a com- 
plaint with the Security Council 
over Israel's arbitrary practices in 
occupied territory, official sources 
‘said. 

.U.N. observers have protested 
to Israeli officers in the south 


about the manhandling of vil- 
lagers. and the United Nations last 
week protested to Israel over a fis- 
tfight between French and Israeli 
troops. 

Christian and Muslim leaders 
met in Sidon Thursday to discuss 
the Israeli army raids and said the 
Lebanese army, brushed aside in 
the incident, should have taken a 
stronger stand. ’ - 

. “This shows the army must be 
strengthened to cany out hs duty' 
of preserving the liberated land." 
the leaders said in a statement.. 


WATER AUTHORITY 
ANJARA - KUFRINJA WATER 
AND SEWERAGE PROJECT 

CONTRACT No. K2/55/85 

1 . The Water Authority invites experienced contraqtors 
from member countries of the World Bank, Swi- 
tzerland and Taiwan and contractors in the Has- 
hemite Kingdom of Jordan who have been pre- 
qualified as general and first class water and sew- 
erage contractors and general class roads and bui- 
ldings contractors by the Ministry of Public Works of 

. Jordan to submit bids for the supply and con- 
struction of the Anjara - Kufrinja Contract K2 Water 
Distribution and Wastewater Collection System. 
Non-Jordanian contractors are encouraged to ass- 
ociate with qualified Jordanian contractors. The 
project consists of the supply and construction or 
about 24 km of water mains ranging in diameter 
from 80 mm to 200 mm and of about 4 km of gal- 
vanized pipes ranging from V to V.z and supply 
and construction of about 35 km of sewer mains 
ranging in size from 150 mm to 400 mm and storm 
water facilities and protection works. 

2. A prebid conference will be held on Saturday March 
23rd 1985 beginning at 9:00 hours at the office of the 
Water Authority. 

3. On March 23rd 1985 contractors or joint ventures 
shall submit in a sealed envelope in person or by 
mail the information on the firm or firms of the joint 
venture requested in the instructions to bidders. The 
information will be evaluated and contractors will be 
informed whether or not to submit a bid. 

4. The bids are due no later than 12:00 noon. Jordan 
local time on Saturday April 6th. 1 985 at the office of 
the Water Authority. 

5. Contract documents may be examined and pur- 
chased at the following address: 

Water Authority 
Jabel Hussein 
Nablus Street 
P.O. Box 2412. 

Amman, Jordan 
Telephone: 6661 1 1 
Telex: 22439 WAJ JO 

The cost of the initial copy of the contract documents 
by , a b,d ? er is , J P 1 00 per set. and the cost of 

C ° P,BS . the contract documents by a 
bidder is JD 50 per set. No refunds will be made for the 
return of full or partial sets of contract documents 
contract documents will be sent to pro- 
spective bidders by t he Water Authority upon receipt of 
the proper amount in a bank check. P 

President 
Engineer M.S. Kflani 




















ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Friday’s 


A l Rai : Anti-peace Israeli fever 


IT HAS become clear now that the Israelis are launching a three — 
pronged offensive in the West Bank and South Lebanon. They are 
carrying out terrorist campaigns against the civilians of South Leb- 
anon. leashing the Zionist settlers against the Arab towns of the West 
Bank and launching a diplomatic campaign abroad to, counter the 
Jordan-PLO moves for activating the efforts for a Middle East sol- 
ution. 

The Israeli prime minister and foreign and defence ministers are 
visiting European capitals in a move to foil Arab positive actions on 
the European arena and in an attempt to present a fabricated picture 
of the real situation in the region to the European leaders. At the 
same time, the resistance groups in South Lebanon and the occupied 
West Bank are escalating their attacks on the Israelis everywhere and 
Jordanian and Palestinian officials are conducting tours abroad to 
counter Israeli moves and to inform the world on the real situation in 
the region. 

In addition, heads of Arab states like King Fafrd and President 
Mubarak of Egypt are pursuing efforts in Washington for clarifying' 
Arab positions and for gaining support for thp Arab causes. 


A l Dustour: Terror fails to crush resistance 


ISRAEL IS not learning from previous lessons in its dealings with the 
Arabs. Its leaders do not realise yet that violence begets only vio- 
lence. and so Israel continues to pursue an arbitrary policy against the 
people under its rule. 

In South Lebanon. Israeli forces continue to raid villages and 
demolish homes of civilian people. Observers said this is being done 
to uplift the morale of Israeli troops following the huge losses they 
sustained in that region, and to avenge those killed or injured in 
resistance attacks on occupation forces. 

Israel is continuing to cany out brutal and criminal attacks on the 
civilians, unhindered by any laws and principles and in such a way as 
to increase hatred to the Israelis and to pave the way for- more 
residance activities. 

Israel should understand that sheer military power cannot achieve 
any of the Zionist dreams in the region, and despite repressive, 
measures over the past 30 years, the Arab population are adamantly 
determined to regain their property and free themselves from Zio- 
nist, imperialist rule. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Scene set for peace 


. NO ONE expected any declaration on the Middle East by the sup- 
erpowers following a meeting by their representatives in Vienna over 
the past two days. The issue is so sensitive and the two sides are very 
careful not to reveal any details, at least for the present. But recent - 
signs from Washington make observers ..believe that something is 
■ going on behind the scenes. 

American Secretary of State. George Shultz said the other day 
'before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee that Wash ingt on 
will soon undertake a role that would contribute to the achievement 
of peace. President Reagan and British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher have both indicated in recent statements that the time was * 
ripe for carrying out new peace initiatives. 

In view of the developments in the regions and in the light of these 
indications we have reason to believe that the Middle East will soon 
witness new moves aimed at establishing peace. Jordan and the PLO 
have reached an accord on their position, and the Arab countries are 
now called on to give them backing in their endeavours and should 
help them gain world support for a lasting settlement. - 


Thursday’s 


Al Rai : Tempering resistance steel 


THE NEW terrorist policy conducted by Yitzhak Rabin in South 
Lebanon seems to have failed to reduce the number of casualties 
among the Israeli occupation forces in that territory. Neither did this 
policy rid Israel and its troops from the feeling of shame and defeat at 
the hands of the resistance, which caused these troops to withdraw 
South to safer ground. 

The new measures adopted by .the Israeli forces against the civilian 
population in Lebanon in implementation of Rabin's instructions 
and orders arc in fact presenting the ' resistance with further inc- 
entives for escalating their attacks on the Israelis and encouraging 
Palestinian resistance to increase in intensity in occupied Palestine. 

The myth about an invincible Israeli army has been shattered in 
Beirut and is being destroyed for ever at the hands of the brave 
heroes of the resistance in the South. This means that the rule of 
terror which Israel has adopted over the past 30 years on Arab land is 
being reflected against it and its army. 

Israeli plans to counter Arab peace moves with terrorism and 
arbitrary measures against the Arab inhabitants in the West Bank 
and South Lebanon have been exposed to the whole world, but most 
of all by the Arabs who should consolidate their efforts world-wide 
and strengthen the resistance and the steadfastness of the Arab- 
populaiion. 


Al Dustour: Joint effort should be backed 


THE JOINT Jordanian-Palestinian accord about future actions 
aimed at solving the Palestine problem has received a strong backing 
from the PLO's Executive Committee. This support has ended any 
lingering suspicions among various Arab parties about the real stand 
of the organisation. For us, the new support reflects the belief of both 
parties in common action and common destiny. 

The new accord between the two sides came to signify the close 
links between the Palestinians and Jordanians over the ages and a 
manifestation of their ability to woric together for their common 
interests and objectives. The accord is a manifestation of solidarity 
between the two peoples and aims at liberating the Palestinian land 
and freeing its people from Zionist occupation. " 

Since this accord reflects the aspirations of the two peoples, it 
should now be supported by all other Arab countries, for this support 
is required now to enable the Arabs to present a joint and unified 
Stand and strategy to the world. 


Could Islam be conducive to modernisation? 


V 


By Musa Keilani 


ISLAM IS a reactionary force 
hindering the progress of the 
Arab Nation. It is an opium 
sedating its adherents into an- 
euphoric state of belief in 
“kesmet” and predestination. 
This is the claim of some ori- 
entalists as well as the jet- 
age-authors who spent a short 
time in an Arab country and 
then resort to plagiarism to fill 
the pages of their books with 
traditional eleventh century 
stereotypes and distortions. It' 
is true that Muslim countries 
are underdeveloped as well as 
many Asian and Latin Ame- 
rican countries. But is the rel- 
igion of Islam the real cause of 
Muslims’ backwardness? The 
Holy Koran has always emp- 
hasised the positive qualities of 
reasoning, activism and rat- 
ionality. These' qualities could 
never make Islam an obstacle 
to development. The Muslims’ 
backwardness started with the 
foreign domination of Arab 


countries for- long periods. 
Those long periods had a due 
toll on the disintegration of. 
Muslim institutions and com- 
munities. Due to foreign rule, 
the needs of the people were 
not served by the disintegrating 
political, social and economic 
institutions of the day. The 
Sharia power as a driving force 
for all institutions was lost. 
Moreover, anti-Sharia ins- 
titutions were imposed on Mus- 
lims, which denied them the 
blessed harmony of being Mus- 
lim and enjoying Islamic ins- 
titutions. Consequently, a state 
of acute conflict was created 
between their conscientious 
beliefs and thier bleak status 
quo. The recent Islamic fun- 
damentalist revival con- 
demned the accumulated fru- 
strations which Muslims felt 
throughout long centuries bec- 
ause of the alien societal ins- 
titutions that were imposed by 
force on them and were at the 


same time in i mical to their 
sense of values religiously and 
socially. The applauded" mod- 
em!” models of development 
were exposed by fun- 
damentalists to be a liability 
rather than an asset because of' 
their materialistic orientation 
and complete suffocation of 
spiritual, humane and rhinal 1 
values. The materialistic 
“mod era!” models had their 
limitations and shortcomings. 
They were exposed to be void 
of inner harmony and equ- 
ilibrium. Consequently, they 
were doomed as aliens to a 
Muslim who ■ hi ghl y treasures 
the harmony between man, 
society and God. A Muslim 
finds in his Koranic injunctions 
many reasons to reject a mat- 
erialistic model of dev- 
elopment with its social con- 
tradictions and economic ine- 
quities. The Islamic econo mic 
system has for its goal to negate 
social contradictions and eco- 


nomic nteqmries. That is why it 
defied both the Capitalist and 
the. Communist economic sys- 
tems. Since Islam is both a bel- 
ief system as well as a social 
system, upheavals in the Arab 
countries will continue unless a 
candid accommodation is rea- 
ched between societal ins- 
titutions and the Islamic ide- 
ntity, culturally, politically, 
economically and religiously. 
True believers or fun- 
damentalists condemn, from a 
cultural-identity perspective, 
the vivisection of the Muslim 
nation in this twentieth cen- ■ 
tury. An example is often quo- 
ted noting how the Turkish 
part of the Muslim nation was 
turned against the Arab, part 
which resulted in bloodshed 
and long-lasting enmity. The 
same invisible manipulators 
turned the Persian part of the 
Muslim nation against the Iraqi 
Arab part, whith equal blo- 
odshed and enmity. The neat 


question will be, “What would 
be the scenario to turn the 
Indonesian-Malaysian Mus- 
lims against the Arab Mislims? 
How to antagonise the 
Pakistani-Indian Muslims? 
What would be the exigency to 
make an Indonesian Muslim 
fight a Pakistani, an Indian, a 
Malaysian and an Arab Mus- 
lim? Such a scenario is the real 
obstacle tot Muslim dev- 
elopment. Muslims were not 
given a breathing time to rec- 
onstruct and develop thier soc- 
ieties . Large-scale diversionary 
tactics engulfed the Muslim 
nation. 

The Islamic state has since its 
inception in the seventh cen- 
tury been a true model of pro- 
sperity, development and wel- 
fare. But the devastating blows 
of the Mogul invasions since 
mid-thirteenth century, and 
the Ottomans immediately aft- 
erwards reduced the societal 
institutions, all over the Arab 


World into a virtual 
paralysis. * 


European hegemon y oob- 
nitrated to forging a OTMptwt 


identify and a sun-tan cti ft ar o. 
lebuil 


It debuttated the basics of bt 
amic developmental ttoMyME 
man's right to life and his 
to social justice. The Kotmt 
and the Sharia are abound wife 
endless injunctions and verses 
for the utilisation of utmost 
reason, skill, research and end- 
eavour to improve the standard 
of man’s life and his com- 
munity. In theory and in pra- 
ctice, Islam was conducive to 
modernisation. both s piritu a fly 
and materially. But Islam 
emphasised the importance of 
a harmonious balance between 
man's material needs and bis 
spiritual ernes. The same har- 
monious balance was mai- 
ntained between man, society, 
the universe and God, the Cre- 
ator above all. 



Sudanese president faces unprecedented challenges 


By Philip Shehadi 

Reiue 


KHARTOUM — Sudanese Pre- 
sident Jaafar Numeiri, one of Afr- 
ica' s most tenacious leaders, is fac- 
ing unprecedented challenges to 
his 16-year-old rule as drought 
and famine strike his already imp- 
overished country. 

An influx of more than a million 
refugees from neighbouring Chad 
and Ethiopia, mostly within the 
last six months, has added to str- 
ains caused by an array of crises, 
from a festering bush war in the 
South to a sharply deteriorating 
economy. 

Students staged sporadic dem- 
onstrations earlier this month over 
shortages of fuel and bread in 
Khartoum. Schools in the capital 
remian shut for lack of tra- 


and weak, with current burdens 
demoralising rather thdh inciting, 
the population of 22 million. 

Ordinary Sudanese are . inc- 
reasingly disillusioned by falling 
living standards. At the same time, 
one official said: 4> People are fri- 
ghtened at the prospect of chaos. 
There is hardly an alternative cre- 
dible force to take over the cou- 


nsportation. 

Yet diplomats say opposition to 
Mr. Numeiri, SS, remains divided 


ntry. 

Only in the South is there org- 
anised, fighting resistance by the 
Southern People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA). which the gov- 
ernment alleges is based in Eth- 
iopia and financed by Libya. 

Officials say popular support 
for the SPLA is limited to some 
tribes in the mostly Christian and 
pagan South, which has long felt 
aggrieved by the government in 
the North. 

- But the SPLA' s hit-and- run tac- 
tics are taking a toil of army lives 


and diplomats say Sudan's closest 
allies, Egypt and the United Sta- 
tes, are concerned about alleged 
SPLA’s links with Marxist-ruled 
Ethiopia. 

The fear in Cairo and Was- 
hington is that a take-over in Kha- 
rtoum by Ethiopiao-or Libyan- 
backed dissidents might even end- 
anger Egypt's stability and as a 
result its UR.-engineered peace 
treaty with Israel. 

But Mr. Numeiri shows every 
sign of retaining the sharp political 
s talls that have helped him survive 
numerous coup attempts and abo- 
rtive plots since he came to power 
in 1969. 

Last month, he ordered cel- 
ebrations to mark the centenary of 
an' uprising against Anglo- 
Egyptian rule by Mohammad 
Ahmad, the self-proclaimed 
“Mahdf* (spiritual leader). 

Calling it the “ 100th ann- 


iversary of the founding of the first 
Islamic state". Mr. Numeiri see- 
med to forge a Link between the 
Mahdi and his own introduction of 
Sharf a (Islamic law) in September 
1983. 

The Mahdf s blood descendant, 
Sadeq Al- Mahdi, leader of the 
Ansar religious sect and Mr. 
Numeiri” s chief political rival, 
watched the event from the sid- 
elines. 

Diplomats say Sadeq Al- 
MahdL released from jail in Dec- 
ember, is under close surveillance 
•at his home in Omdurman, a sub- 
urb of Khartoum. “Mahdfs view 
is that be ought to lie Low,” said 
one foreign observer. 

Mr. Numeiri has shown both 
toughness and conciliation. In 
early January, he pardoned 208 
members of an alleged plot to ove- 
rthrow him led by a Christian pri- 
est, Philip Ghaboush. 


Less than two weeks later, he 


of Mahmoud Taha, 76-year-old 
leader of the Republic Brothers 
sect 

Observers said .the public ban- 
ging of Mr. Taha, which aroused 
protest outside the country but lit- 
tle within, may have been in part a 
warning to more important pot- 
ential opponents. * 

Mr. Taha. whose eclectic rel- 
igious theories attracted some 
students and professionals, was an 
outspoken critic of Sharia. 

Mr. Numeiri has also moved to 
recent months to neutralise ano- 
ther potential source of trouble, 
the Muslim Brotherhood. Alt- 
hough loosely tied to the regime, 
the Brotherhood has criticised 
some aspects** of Mr. Numeirfs 
“IslamicisationV drive. 

An authoritative source said 
key Brotherhood figures have 


been squeezed ont of the ruling 
Sudanese Socialist Union (SSU). 
Brotherhood leader Has&aa Tur- 
abi remains Mr. Numeirfs foreign 
affairs adviser, but has little access ■ 
to him, the sources said. 

Mr. Numeirfs biggest problem 
may be the economy. Drought has 
slashed agricultural production. 
Inflation is running at 50 per cent. 
Hard currency earnings have dro- 
pped at a time when the Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
has suspended loans until Sudan 
makes good bn arrears. 

The State Department in Was- 
hington has said some of its aid to 
Sudan has been held up while dis- 
cussions are held on the country’s 
economic reform programme. But 
it denied a Washington Post rep- 
ort that $194 million in aid had 
been suspended because of U.S. 
concern about the political and 
economic situation in Sudan. 



Feud over CIA aid to Afghan rebels 


By William Claiborne 


PESHAWAR — Disclosures in 
the American press that the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency (CIA) is 
providing $250 million in covert 
aid this year to anti- Communist 
insurgents in Afghanistan have 
triggered bitter feuding among the 
Afghan guerrilla groups hea- 
dquartered here. 

Skeptical leaders of rival muj- 
aheddin forces said they have not 
seen a fraction of that amount in 
supplies cross the border between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, and 
they accused one another of sip- 
honing off shipments and selling 
them for personal profit. One res- 
istance leader estimated that only 
about 20 per cent of the weapons 
that flow along a circuit uo us pip- 
eline through tiie Middle East and 
Pakistan actually reach the bel- 
eaguered resistance fighters in 
Afghanistan. Much of the rest, he 
said, is being sold by a few corrupt 
guerrilla leaders based here to lef- 
tist groups opposed to the gov- 
ernment of Gen. Mohammed Zia 
Ul-Haq and even peddled in the 
arms bazaars of the Northwest 
Frontier Province to the Afghan 
fighters to whom it was originally 
consigned. 

While squabbling between ide- 
ologically diverse rebel org- 
anisations — sometimes leading to 
fierce fighting here and in Afg- 
hanistan — is not new, the dis- 
putes over money and arms have 
reached a new level of intensity as 
a result of reports (Washington 
Post Section, January 20) that 
Congress has nearly tripled the 
Reagan administration’s original 
request for covert . aid to support 
the war against Soviet troops in 
Afghanistan. It is the largest CIA 


military support operation since 
the Vietnam war era. 

Leaders of the political wings of 
the rebel groups and some of the 
field .commanders who recently 
returned to Peshawar from what, 
has become a commuting war exp- 
ressed incredulity in interviews 
when asked whether reports that 
they had received a total of $625 
million in U.S. aid since 1979 were 
accurate. 

Ahmad Bashir Faheen, a com- 
mander of three guerrilla districts 
in Kabul Province who came here 
to recover after he was wounded 
by a Soviet tank gunner, laughed 
sardonically and said, “We see no 
trace of this aid in the camps or at 
the front We are hearing things 
that we don't see in action. If these ( 
things were true, the Russians' 
would have been driven out by 
now." 

He said his fighters were und- 
erfed, poorly clothed against the 
harsh winter, and often reliant on 
Kabul businessmen who con- 
tribute supplies to the guerrillas 
. while risking arrest by Afghan pol- 
ice. He estimated that only about 
50 per cent of his unit* s food and 
dothing come from Pakistan. 

Another Kabul- area guerrilla 
commander questioned whether 
the U.S. military aid reports were 
true. “It might have come to' the 
pockeisof those selling arras in the 
Pakistan market, or it might have 
gone to those who are not imp- 
ortant in the Jihad.- Maybe H is a 
fiction of those people who are 
blowing their own trumpets in the 
West,” he said. 

Faiieen, whose units are att- 
ached to the fundamentalist Hizbi 
Islami group headed by Gul- 
baddin Hekmatyar, questioned 
whether any of tiie sophisticated 


■ weaponry that purportedly is 
being shipped, such as antitank 
rockets, antiair-craft cannon and 
an improved version of the 
shoulder-fired SA-7 surface- 
to-air missile, is reaching the gue- 
rrillas. “I haven't seen any trace of 
it in my areas. We see that other 
groups get advanced weapons that 
are sold on the Pakistan border. 
They are going to arms dealers 
and not the mujaheddin. 

Faheen did not say which gro- 
ups he thought were skimming 
U.S. -purchased supplies, but 
Mohammad Salim, a member of 
the Hizbi Islam? s political com- 
mission, said the three guerrilla 
groups comprising the Moderate 
Alliance — the Revolutionary Isl- 
amic Movement, the National 
Liberation Front and the National 
Islamic Front — were involved. . 

'‘They are nothing more than 
politicians and businessmen. They 
'aren't 'fighting in Afghanistan. 
They are comfortable in big villas 
in Peshawar. They sell 80 per cent 
of the arms to the enemies of Pak- 
istan,” Salim said. 

For their part, leaders of the 
moderate groups complained that 
fundamentalist rebel groups were 
being favoured in the distribution 
of weapons supplied by the United 
States and several Middle East 
countries, reportedly including 1 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates, and fun- 
neled through Karachi and other 
ports under the guidance of Pak- 
istani authorities. 


“-Most of the arms are given to 
extremist groups, and some of 
them are not fighting the Rus- 
sians.- They are fighting the muj- 
aheddin. Their stores are fun of 
weapons, here and in Afg- 


hanistan, They don't have enough 
men for those weapons,’" said 
Sighatuliah Mohadidi, president 
of the three-party Moderate All- 
iance. 

A leader of one of the moderate 
groups', who asked not to be ide- 
ntified, said. “We don’t know 
how many weapons are coming 
into Pakistan, but we do know we 
get only one-tentb of what is com- 
mg. 

He bitterly denied the acc- 
usations of corruption 1 made by 
the fundamentalist groups, saying, 
“You would only sell weapons if 
you had more than you need. We 
don't even have enough. They 
(the fundamentalists) sell tru- 
ckloads in our name. They are the 
ones, who are corrupt” 

Guerrilla leaders refused to dis- 
. cuss details of the pipeline through 
which enough supplies to m aintain 
approximately ' 200,000 futl-or 
part-time rebels must flow, but 
‘ U.S. intelligence sources describe 
it as a maze of intermediaries des- 
. igned to cover direct links to the 
U.S. government, with little or no 
accountability. Afghan exiles tra- 
ined by the CIA are said to receive 
Soviet-made AK-47 rifles, mor- 
tars, rocket-propelled grenades, 
surface-to-air missiles and other 
weapons through parchases made 
from Egypt, CMna and, in the case 
of- captured weapons, Israel, and 
. then repack them in containers 
bound for Pakistan from several 
Persian Gulf states. 

Pakistani agents at Karachi and 
other entry points reportedly she- 
pherd the shipments around sus- 
tains, and they are trucked to dis- 
tribution ’ warehouses near the 
border in Baluchistan and Nor- 
thwest Frontier provinces — The 
Washington Post. 


Mexico violence raises 


spectre of widespread 
elections unrest 


% Stephen Addison 

Reuter 


P1EDRAS NEGRAS, Mexico — 
Anti-government ■ disturbances 
including a gun battle have raised 
the spectre of possible widespread* 
unrest during elections due to be 
held in Mexico this summer. 

Protests have so far been res- 
tricted to scattered opposition str- 
ongholds in northern Mexico but 
diplomats say they could spread, 
posing an eventual threat to the 
56-year rule of the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party (RPI). 

Diplomats mentioned the pos- 
sibility of a general upheaval if the 
ruling party was seen by its opp- 
onents as trying to rig voting in 
elections due to be held m-Juiy for 
seven state governorships.- 

The town of Pied m Negras, 
lying on Mexico's border with the 
United States, was Wednesday 
under an 8 p.m. curfew that shut 
bars and liquor stores, enforced 
after riots including the burning 0 f 
the town hall In December. 

Followers of the rightist Nat- 
ional Action Parfy (PAN), who 
allege that electoral fraud by the 
ruling party cheated their can- 
didate of the post of town mayor, . 
on Sunday traded gunfire with pol- 
ice.'. 

] Defeated mayoral candidate 
•and local PAN leader Eleazar 
.Cobos, who has sought refuge 
over the no grande river in the 


U.S. border town of Eagle Pass, 
Texas, told Reuters: “The people 
have had enough of the lies anc 
corruption of the PR1. 

“This time they will fight foj 
their rights,” ' 

He predicted, as do many dip- 
lomats, that new economic and 
political forces bearing on Mexfcc 
could signal the end of the PRTs 
long hold on power, 

Opponents of the government 
ray it remains to be seen whethei 
™*- der President Miguel 
. I a Madrid, will lose one of Mex- 
ico’s 31 states to PAN in elections, 
creating a precedent, or resort to 
electoral fraud and simply crush 
any protests. Both options are fra, 
ught with danger for Mexico's 
uwque paternalistic system, acc- 
ording to diplomats. 

•The loss of a state would have 
httfe practical effect on a gov- 
ernment with power concentrated 
“ hMds °f the president bm 

wooW be the Brst chink in the 

rKi s armour and realise what the 

oj^sHfon saysis its principal i ' 

“ would Show peonfe 


fba* SlM>W P*Opfe tt 

their vote actually counts.” PA 

“ n ' 0Ilal . Pablo. End 
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Madero fold reported recently 
Diplomats say Mexican « 

errtmonte 


enunents have traditional be 
accused of eleetonti^frSd * 

voter turnout is low. OppoSiti 
Parties, which dipfomate ray t 

.rafrst image, have _nevef r 
resented a viable alternative. 
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Amman has its blend of rainy days 


* '-ir. 

■™e- 




Talking 

straight 

Marwan 

Muasher 


FOR THREE days last week, 
'it rained, and snowed in* 
Amman. We have not had 
much rain this season, so nat- 
ure must have thought we hee- 
ded some compensation. I had 
mated feelings about the whole 
affair, however. 

.Rjr one thing, the invitation 
1 had from a &iend to spend the 
weekend at his farm in Ghor 
was cancelled. Not being som- 
eone who is fast at reaming to 
unexpected events, I woke, up 
Friday morning- with little to do 
except watch those big drops of 
rain washing down my wee- 
kend. 

I called Omar. His. mother* 
was cooking “Mouloukhia”, 
which seemed more appealing 
to me than the fish my mother 
was frying. Uncharacteristic of 
me (1 am usually very polite), I 
rudely invited myself.over. I 
either caught my friend off- 
guard, or he was too polite to 
say no. Of course, there was 


always the possibility that he 
really wanted me over for 
lunch. Whatever the case. I 
made it to his house through 
the .fog and the muddy streets, 
but only after I made him pro- 
mise to tell his parents that he 
invited me to lunch. 

After consuming a healthy 
portion of Mouloukhia, and 
chatting with his parents about 
the weather, we sat down to 
drink a cup of tea and watch a 
‘video-movie. Somehow,- tho- 
ugh, the conversation drifted 
back to the weather. 

“It’s about time we had this, 
rain". Omar started. “The 
‘ country was really in trouble, 
and I hope the rain is not too 
late to save the season". 

I really was in no mood to 
hear this,, especially from my 
friend. It is not that I did not 
appreciate the importance of 
rain to us, rather that I was loo- 
king at the whole thing from a 
somewhat different angle. 


“ I really don't want to sound 
ungrateful,” I told Omar, “but 
it seems to me like we have 
always been told of the benefits 
of rain that we never stopped to 
chink of some of its bad side-' 
effects”. 

* I could tell Omar was getting 
annoyed at my attitude. I was 
in a bad mood, though, and had 
no intention of cutting short, 
whatever I intended to say. 
Before- he had a chance of tra- 
nslating his indignation into 
words, I went on. 

“Rain in Amman had wiped 
out all the beautiful images I 
had about it. I read in stories 
about raindrops falling down 
on two loving couples walking 
down a forested lane. In my 
dreams,. I almost smell the 
fresh scent of rose buds awa- 
kened by a continuous supply 
of fresh water. Up in the sky, I* 
see a rainbow promising dre- 
ams as colourful as itself. And 
then I drive down to your 


house amidst pools of water, 
with splashes of mud thrown at 
me by passing cats, insisting on 
decorating my windshield. The 
holes in the street serve to rem- 
ind me of its recent completion, 
but not until ^giving me and my 
car a thorough beating. I am 
sorry to say it, Omar, but I find 
Amman in rain too gloomy. U 
gives me such a depressing fee- 
ling that does not motivate me 
to do any productive work”. 

It was obvious at this stage 
that I had just commiued bla- 
sphemy. Omar, trying to keep 
his voice down (7 was a guest at 
his house, after all) went on to 
point out how selfish I was, that 
I was living in a dream-world, 
that I was completely out of 
touch with reality, and blind to 
all the goodness, rain brings 
because of a few small inc- 
onveniences. How on earth. 
Omar wondered, was society 
ever to progress if people like 
,me kept catering to their ind- 


ividual needs, and forgot those 
of society? 

I was not diminishing the 
importance of Tain. I countered 
back. 1 said that everything has 
two sides to it, even rain, and 
that I was as much entitled to 
my opinion as he was, I told 
him he could not prevent peo- 
ple like myself from disliking 
something just because eve- 
rybody eke say the opposite. 

The conversation took a phi- 
losophical turn from that point 
on, and after a lot of arm wav- 
ing and voice duelling, exh- 
austion made us reach the con- 
clusion that whatever views we 
had on rain will not change its 
concrete existence. 

It was 4 p.m. by that time. 
Our voices slowly went down, 
and even the raindrops that 
were vehemently knocking on 
the window panes seemed to 
subside. Whatever was bot- 
hering us seemed to have sta- 
rted to fade away. 


After a two-hour lull made 
possible by a good video- 
movie, the conversation drilled 
to other subjects. 

I told him about my job. and 
the troubles I was facing. Omar 
complained about the eco- 
nomy. and wished (or a better 
year than the last one. We tal- 
ked about our social fixes. 
Omar said he did not haxe lime 
for a lot of social activities, and 
was spending a lot of evenings 
ai the office. He seemed par- 
ticularly frustrated at not hav- 
ing much time to get his mind 
off work. I told him about some . 
basketball coaching I xvas 
doing for eight year-old kids, 
and the enjoyment 1 was get- 
ting out of it. 

Wc talked about high school 
days, and laughed again at sto- 
ries we must have recalled for 
the fiftieth time. We wondered 
again how that good- 
for-nothing classmate of ours 
made it so big while we were 


still struggling. 

Wc talked' a bit about pol- 
itics. and offered each other 
nothing more than loo familiar 
judgements w c had memorised 
. from newspapers. 

And of course, wc talked 
about girls, dating, marriage 
and the son. 

By then, it was nighttime. 1 
was very happy to have had this 
opportunity to spend some 
time with Omar, jt brings home 
a feeling of closeness one often 
takes for granted. 

We watched the eight o' 
clock news on TV. Nothing was 
particularly interesting or new. 

1 put on my coat, thanked 
Omar and his family for a Inv- 
cly time (and lunch), and hea- 
ded for my car. 1 barely missed 
a shower of mud. courtesy of a 
speeding car. before I jumped 
in my own and starred driving 
home. 

. It was still raining. 
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Technical gremlins and left-over salad 


By John Boteler 


\ r IN THE words of the old song: 

' *Tve beep walking around with 

my head bowed down to the gro- 
■ ~ und". Arid why? Shame. The rea- 
• '- :c son for my shame: duff info. There 

* ; ~ c * you were, last Wednesday, eagerly 
: - i£, awairiagthe first episode of a new 
^ comedy series, followed by a doc- 
umentary on Alfred. Hitchcock. 
?.*... And what did you get? A doc- 

• 4 ; umentary on China, followed by 

a:*:. “The Gift Of Laughter". All 

_*■- very entertaining, no doubt, but if 

- - h you had been prepared properly 

... beforehand, you would have been 

* : . 1 equipped with a pair of chopsticks 

.. ..*• and a funny hat, rather than ner- 

, vously wondering if you shouldn’t 

i ” replace the shower with a bath. 

_____ . Then again, two Thursdays ago 

• the feature film turned out to be 
' not “Boy On A Dolphin" starring 

Sophia Loren, as promised, but a 
pr real emotion-churner. “Black 

5- Market Baby". This particular 

" change was probably ah for the 

good, remembering what I wrote 
about “Dolphin.” but for this col- 
umn it was still a case of: “close, 
but no cigar’'! 

Why is-television viewing such 
an uncertain occupation? There 
axe several reasons (though the 
defamatory accusation that it's all 
my fault, I refute absolutely and 
with scorn!). Sometimes, of cou- 
rse, programmes are replaced at 
shdrt notice by political or state 
events, which is thoroughly und- 
erstandable and correct. At other 
timesa programme becomes ava- 
ilable at the last moment which 
ties in with a topical event or sub- 
■ ject, and such was the case with 
the China documentary last Wed- 
nesday; which day, for the elu- 
— cidation of those who don’t know. 

was the Chinese New Year. (And 
for any oriental viewers, may l 

* belatedly . say: “Sin nyen q- 
.* uaTaiP’): ; 

But by far the biggest cause of 
programme re- scheduling is tec- 
hnical. One would assume that 
when Jordan TV announces a new 
«■* series such as. for example, ** 

^ ~-* “Murder She Wrote”, (Fridays, 

9:10), they have a healthy stock of 
different episodes waiting in the 
§6* • 'vaults; This is uot so. Their sup- 

pliers often ODly dispatch two epi- 
sodes at a time, which generally 
i arrive .barely aweek before their 

p£Q scheduled screening. These then 

44 have to be processed by the eng- 
ineering department, (to say not- 
hing of sub-titling), and for this 
hard-working body of individuals 
* it’s necessarily a case of “ wait your 
r< *1 turn” . Then, all too often, its dis- 
^ ■ '* ’ covered Jhat.the actual tape qua- 

- Dty is simply not acceptable — 

. . =•' such as appalling sound quality or 
hopeless synchronisation — or 
even that the new tapes are exactly 
the same as those shown for the 
two weeks previously! In the case 


of feature films there are the 
added hazards of their being sup- 
plied on the wrong size tape, or of 
the print in question being so old 
that it could only be screened 
under the. title: “Snowstorm at 
Midnight”. 

Another reason for pro- 
grammes not making it to our scr- 
eens is unacceptable contents, in 
that they offend moral standards 
or common decency, and are gen- 
erally just not quite “comrae il 
faut”. AD these various hazards 
increase as the end of a pro- 
gramme cycle approaches, as is 
now the case. A couple of comedy 
shows have lost, let us say. three 


episode starred California's genial 
Ray Ferrilo, hit-man. “I took care 
of that problem by taking him out 
to the airport and shooting him in 
the head” confided Ray levelly. 
But his greatest hit came in acc- 
ounting for awkward Danny 
Green of Cleveland with a well- 
placed car bomb. Mr. Green's arm 
was shown reposing in a car park, 
quite unattached to Mr. Green. 
Mr. Ferrho had gone out and done 
the job. He Was. for the time 
being, a winner. But for how long? 
Mr. Ferrito was quite phi- 
losophical that one day the Mafia 
would kill him. He seemed quite 
unconcerned, as befits one whose 
response to the question as to 
whether he had any remorse over 


episodes between them because of killing Danny. Green was.” To me 


content. A batch of films have 
been effectively halved because of 
technicalities, and as one JTV rep- 
resentative ruefully said to me: 


it was like having a glass of wine; it 
didn’t mean a thing to me.... A 
man with a conscience doesn' t last 
too long on the streets.” No. ind- 


‘ scheduling begins to resemble a eed. But one without a conscience 


leftover salad!” ■ 

So where does all this leave us? I 
don’t know if “Murder She 
Wrote" was on last night, or if it 
wiD be next week, while next Thu- 


can be out on those streets soon 
after a lengthy conviction, as in the 
case of Lucky Luciano, who was 
gaoled for thirty five years, back in 
Sicily in seven, and master- 


rsday’s feature film is a matter of minding a heroin trade in America 
deep myst^ryJaalk but pome on, that is flourishing today. But if you 


cbeeivup.i€ 5 n 0 frqs gpd qsalj thaiL ^EhiBjftjhatJyiH^ust, you can. to 
Tonight for example, the episode an Americ^isoi. -teUjno the marl 
of “Tales of the ■Unexpected'’ is jnes. Specifically those mferineS 


“People Don’t Do Such Things’* 
starring the gorgeous Samantha 
Eggar, as Gwen Carter, whose 
marriage to Terence is blown to 
pieces when she falls passionately 
in love with one of her husband’s 
clients. He’s dashing young writer 
called Reeve Bacon, who has two 
big problems in his life — money 
and women. This story of revenge 
and jealousy was originally wri- 
tten by Ruth RendaU, an expert in 
dark passions and even darker 
psychology, so it promises to be 
excellent. The film at 10:15 is 
“The Diary of Richie Bro- 
ckleman” in which a-special inv*- 
estigator, in tandem with the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), is on the trail of both the 
head of an insurance company and 
a mysterious disappearing man. 

Tomorrow kicks off at 8; 30 with 
Don’t Walt Up”. But, I hear you 
ask, didn't I say that last week’s; 
episode was the last? So it was -r- 
of the first series. This is episode 
one of the second series, a totally 
different thing altogether. Will 
Tom find true love with Mad- 
eleine? Will his father make it up 
with Angela, his wife, or will he 
settle down with his golf clubs? 


who first landed in Sicily in the 
World War IL Thai was the deal 
— Luciano's freedom for safe Ian-. 
dings in Sicily. Likewise, whatever 
the future holds in store for him, 
Ray Ferrito is also a free man. But 
that was his price, for supplying 
the information that gaoled the 
entire top brass of the Cleveland 
Mafia family: a fair exchange if 
you ask me, even though their 
lawyer described them as “gentle 
souls, just misunderstood.” Tom- 
orrow’s episode is “The Birthright 
of Mobsters’*. Organised crime 
controls or influences virtually all 
of America's gambling ins- . 
ritutious, both legal and QlcgaL 
From the street lotteries to the cas- 
ino palaces of Las Vegas and Atl- 
antic City, New Jersey, the stamp 
of the Mafia cannot be eradicated. . 

At 10:15 there is the second 
episode of Scarecrow and Mrs. 
King”. On last week's evidence, 
this is going to prove most ent- 
ertaining, especially if future epi- 
sodes slow down the action just a 
little bit. Kate Jackson give Ama- 
nda just the right mixture of sca- 
ftmess and commonsense, while 
Fm sure that Bruno Boxleitner (!) 
who plays Lee was the assistant in 


WiU they aU manage to defeat the ' the first episode of “Remington 
evil lawyer Sir Harvey Cramer? Steele", a series which this pro- 


A1I will be revealed (maybe, eve- 
ntually). At 9:10 it’s happy hour 
again, with the fourth episode of 
“Crime Inc.” Now this is a pro- 
gramme that could be termed 
morally offensive in toto. But 
that’s the nature of your friendly 
neighbourhood mob. Last week’s 


raises to emulate in more ways 
than one. EspeciaUy as this week’s 
episode, “There Goes the Nei- 
ghbourhood”, has our heroes pos- 
ing as a married couple, checking 
into a quiet suburban community 
and finding our that it’s a hotbed 
of international intrigue — and 


lethal hairdryers! Romance must 
surely be in the air soon, and the 
days of Dean, the vague blob gli- 
mpsed in the shadow, as Ama- 
nda's swain as surely numbered. 

Last week saw the end of 
“Maggie Briggs” and the superb 
comic interplay of Maggie and 
Walter. This Monday at 8:30 it is 
replaced by “Duty Free”, a com- 
edy about two couples on holiday 
in Spain: Amy and David Pierce, 
and Linda and Robert Cochran. 
Apparently when Amy agrees to 
spend David's redundancy money 
on a package holiday in Spain, she 
doesn’t allow for the effects that 
travel, the exotic Mediterranean 
and Linda will have on her hus- 
band — especially Linda! At 9:10 
there is episode two of “Sorrell 
and Son”. Sorrejl arrives to take 
up a post as porter at the Pelican 
Hotel, to which he has been rec- 
ommended by the owner, N Mr. 
Roland. He soon tangles with 
Buck, the head porter, and later is 
dealt a shock when his wife rea- 
ppears. This week’s episode of 
“The Yellow Rose” is “Chains of 
Fear” (10.15). Quisto, Chance 
and Colleen purposely join a 
slave-labour. work -camp and risk 
kheir liyesJo-rid the Yellow Rose 
TCfihch of a neighbouring hell- 
"hole. Stirring stuff. * 

Tuesday at 830 has “Star of the 
■ Family”, which this week deals up 
another indigestible helping of 
lead-flavoured candyfloss when 
‘ Fieldxnan gets injured in a fire and 
is invited home by Buddy to look 
after him and his children. He 
should have invited Ray Feirito. 
But perhaps mindless pap of this 
sort is best when it’s in preparation 
for “Tenko” at 9:15. If you tho- 
ught last week was harrowing, you 
ain’t seen nothing yet. What hap- 
pens in this episode is. simply too 
■horrible: I'd rather not talk about 
it. Then at 10:15 “Hardcastfe and 
McCormack” are on the trail of 
.yet another criminal gang. Why? 
Because Hardcastle was such an 
incompetent judge, that’s why. 

Wednesday has the (delayed) 
first episode of “Up the Elephant 
and Round the Castle” with Jim 
Davidson, whose “dream life in 
his own house is plagued by tra- 
desmen and friends such as Radio 
Grimes, who brings Jim sharply 
in touch with reality. At 9:10 
there’s part two of “The Gift of 
L a u ght e r ” which hopefully wDl be 
heavy on .film clips and light on 
fatuous chatter, and at 10.20 
there’s “Hotel”. The winners of 
this week’s prize of a brief and 
traumatic stay at the St. Gregory 
are a family of Christian Scientists, 
.which means they will have not- 
hing to do with medicine or doc- 
tors. So of course, the daughter 
has a heart attack; and their moral 
dilemma win be as nothing com- 
pared to that of the staff, who have 
to cope with flashing brilliant smi- 


les and looking concerned all at 
the same time. 

. Thursday has the ever dep- 
endable “Three’s Company’* at 
830, in “Make Room for Daddy”. 

It looks as if Jack leads a swinging 
life, what with Janet clad only in a 
slip, Larry proffering a date with 
twins, and Cindy casually kissing 
him. Jack apologises to the visiting 
father of his latest girlfriend, but 
he turns out to be not appalled, 
but envious. So Jack offers quick 
tips on how to be a romantic 
middle-aged lover. Dad promptly 
sweeps Janet away to a candlelit - 
rendevous from which Jack tries 
to rescue her. 

I have as yet only seen episode 
one of “Lytton’s Diary”, so it's a 
bit early to comment, but after a 
slow start the opening instalment 
had a nice sting in the tail with 
Neville’s editor getting just what 
he deserved. His skulduggery 
even seemed to appall Lyttonrof 
whom his chief editor said.” Lyt- 
ton was bom to do what he's 
doing. He wouldn’t recognise a 
scruple if it feel on his bead” . This 
week’s episode from the street of 
shame is entitled “Diplomat in 
Business Furore”, and as a special 
bonus, it stars Jordanian actor . 
Nadira Suwalha (whose; brother^ 
Nabfl is a leading actor and cul- 
tural figure in Jordan). Hamfl. an. 
Arab diplomat, is involved in a 
shady deal with a prominent MP 
named Westaway — or at least 
that’s what he tells Lytton over a 
lunchtime appointment. He also 
tells him to expose Westaway for 
the crook he really is. Rut Lytton 
isn't so sure. He only has HamiFs 
word on the matter, and a lot more 
must be discovered before a bona 
fide story can emerge, which scr- 
uples are all the more pra- 
iseworthy after Lytton’s own ass- 
essment of himself. “I don’t bel- 
ieve anything I read in Private 
Eye, unless I wrote it myself — 
and then I know ifs not true”. 

Friday at 8:30 has “Open All 
Hours” where the delivery of a 
surplus consignment qf ginger 
cake poses a literally unsolvable 
problem for Arkwright. But a dis- 
creet word in the right direction 
about the miraculous properties of 
the cake brings the customers flo- 
oding in. And at 1 0:1 5 there’s “A 
Long Way' Home”, the last epi- 
sode in the current series of “The 
Onedin Line”. Although out of 
prison, James’s' troubles are not 
over — he has lost a great deal of 
his business. He derides to gamble 
everything on a nitrate concession 
in South America, but Margarita 
insists on accompanying him on 
the year-long journey. He ins- 
tructs Captain Brines to push the 
ship hard, hoping that by the time 
they reach the Azores, she wifl 
want to return home. But this is 
not to be — andpmany surprises 
are in store for James before his 



Samantha Eggar stars in “People 
830 p.m. 

voyage is complete. 

Finally, there’s a good selection 
of English-speaking programmes 
on. Channel 3. Anyone who finds 
“Star of the Family” as bad as I do 
should watch “Gimme a Break” 
(Monday 6:10). It concerns itself 
with the same situation, a father 
trying to bring up a family by him- 
self. But, oh, the differences. 
Good, witty scripts, fine acting all 
round, and a true-to-life and unc- 
ompromising approach to the 
problems that arise in such a sit- 
uation. On Tuesday’s at the same 
time there is “Trauma Centre”. 
This week, “Out of Control”. 
Does Lou Ferrigoay go beserk?!! 

But the highlight of the week on 
the Arabic Channel must surely be 
episode one of a series that will 
entertain both young and old alike 
— “Moonfleet”. Honour and loy- 
alty, treachery and skulduggery, 
desperate skirmishes between 
smugglers and revenue men, the 
lurking ghost of the infamous 
“Blackbeard” Mohune. and the 
legendary Mohune diamond — 
these are the ingredients of John 
Meade Falknef*s stirring tale of 
mystery and adventure set in the 
eighteenth century. In the tra- 
dition of its famous forerunner 


Don’t do Such Things" — Tales of (he Unexpected — Saturday 


“Treasure . Island” (by Robert 
Louis Stevenson), “Moonfleet” 
has come to be enjoyed and loved 
as one of the genre's finest exa- 
'mples. Now the eerie twilight 
atmosphere of Falkner’s book is 
skilfully re-created in this new 
dramatisation. 

Director Colin Cant says of 
Moonfleet: “The trie is clearly - 
split between heroes and villains, 
good and evil. What is interesting 
is that the heroes certainly can' t be 
described as the traditional sort 
because the book is written from 
the smuggling point of view. The 
heroes break the law but the tone 
of novel is highly moral.” At the 
heart of the story is the Dorset 
viUagc of Moonfleet. a small unp- 
rosperous fishing port whose two 
hundred or so inhabitants rely 
more on smuggling than fishing 
for their survival. Set in a time 
when men and boys were hanged 
for no more than being caught 
with a barrel or two of brandy, it 
vividly depicts the hardship and 
hypocrisy that existed in villages 
like Moonfleet -where for many 
poor men smuggling was the only 
means of making a living. The ser- 
ies was filmed on location in Dor- 
set and in the Isle of Wight and is 


visually stunning with a feast of 
magnificent land and seascapes. 
Moonfleet village (actually Fleet) 
had undergone too much change 
to be a suitable location, but a spe- 
cially constructed version of the 
original was used in its place. A 
strong cast of characters includes 
Elzevir Block, landlord of the 
Why Not Inn, the feared and 
hated magistrate, Maskew, his 
despised step-daughter Grace, 
who nevertheless proves to be a 
loyal friend to the young hero 
John Trenchard. 

Episode one opens with a thr- 
illing night-time skirmish between 
the smugglers and revenue men on 
Moonfleet beach. A shot rings out 
and a boy falls dead, callously kil- 
led by Mr. Maskew. the local mag- 
istrate and owner of the Manor of 
Moonfleet — a man obsessed with 
catching the smugglers — and 
Elzevir Block vows vengeance as 
he buries his only child. No-one 
really believes the legend of “Bla- 
' ckbeard” Mohune and his lost tre- 
asure until one day when John 
Trenchard is crossing the chu- 
rchyard and discovers the ent- 
rance to a tunnel. Despite tec- 
hnical gremlins, there surely must 
be something to enjoy this week! 


Moses’ Burning Bush stands tall in Sinai 




. By ‘Hamza Hendatri 

. _ , ■ *• Reuter 

STXATHERINE; Egypt— Beh- 
ind the walls of the austere mon- 
astery of SL Catherine, (he “Bur- 
ning Bush”, * said to be the one 
from which God spoke to Moses, 
stands tall and upright, blooming * 
with deepgreen,. healthy leaves. 

Few tourists venture to the Sinai 
Desert jxmteula to see the spot-, 
where, according to the "Bible, 
Moses heard God’s voice before 
he led die' Jews on 'their exodus 
fromEgypt more than 3,000 years 
ago. 1 

D.utfngthe Israeli occupation of 
the Siuai, from 1967 to 1 982, Isr- 
aelis flocked to the peninsula to 
enjoy, its bibfical and picturesque ' 
sites. But even with the Israeli for- - 
ces ; gone, ' few Egyptians or for- . 
eigners make the trip to the "Bur- 
ning Bush” at the foot of Mount 
Moses, some 330 kilometres from 
Cairo as the crow flies. 


In an effort to expand tourism 
. bjeyond the favoured sites such as 
the pyramids or the’Nile, the gov- 
erameofs Department of Ant- 
iquities has launched a campaign 
to restore ancient Egyptian, Cop- 
tic and Islamic monuments. 

Hoteliers on the peninsula 
complain of shortages of drinking 
. water, irregular flights from Cairo, 
backward telephone links and lack 
of investment. They say. the gov-^ 
"eminent must, pump more cash' 
into the region to .improve fac- 
ilities and attract tourists. 

-7 , Local bedouins in the St. Cat- 
herine area insist the “Burning' 
Bush” is the one seen by Moses 
* although it was at one point tra- 
nsplanted and now grow within 
the monastery walls. 

On the origin ai spot nearby, a 
church - — the chapel of the bur- 
ning bush — now stands. The bush 
itself, richly-covered with small, 
oval-shaped leaves* (stall and upr- 
ight against a three- metre wall but 


surrounded by iron railings. AU 
efforts to grow one like it have 
failed, local residents say.' 

According to the Bible, as the 
bush burned, God bade Moses 
take off his shoes for the place 
where he stood was holy ground. 
Now, a sign nailed to the railings 
asks tourists to refrain from pic- 
king its leaves: 

The Greek Orthodox monks of . 
. Sl Catherine have been here for 
more than 1,400 years, since they 
fled to the Sinai wilderness from 
persecution by the pagan Romans. 
Their lifestyle remains unc- 
hanged, with bread and water still 
their basic diet 

■ Tourists allowed to visit the 
monastery, nestling in a hollow 
beneath a ring of mountains, may 
hear one of the 25 monks exc- 
hange a few words of Greek with a 
“Jebaliya”, a member of a local 
bedouin tribe. The Jebaliyas serve 
the monks and are said to be des- 


cendants of 200 slave famUies ' 
brought here from Alexandria and 
Anatolia in the ninth century to do 
so- 

Many of the tourists who come I 
here nowadays make the pun- ! 
ishing four-hour climb up Mount i 
Moses with local guides, setting 
off at midnight to reach th&peak 
in time for sunrise. 

The Egyptian Department of 1 
Antiquities also hopes to attract 
tourists further up the Sinai to the 
tiny Pharaoh’s Island, at the head 
of the Golf of Aqaba. ■ 

It is to begin a $300,000 res- 
toration of a 12th century castle 
buflt on the island by.Saladin as a 1 
fortification against rite Crusaders 
and now almost in ruins. 

Hoteliers and tourist operators, 
however, say the renovated castle 
.will not be enough to draw tourists 
to the remote area and they dem- 
and more government exp- 
enditure. 


OPERATING NOW IN AMMAN 

If you want to be served like being in a first class hotel, and live like 
being at home... pay us a visit: 

jiAKtmii SB ita2'|i|is 

Amman, Shmeisani: Tel. 668193/4. Tlx: 23888 DAROTL JO. 

P.O.B. 9403 

* Luxuriously furnished airconditioned apartments 

* Fully “furnished kitchenettes 

* Colour T.V., indoor movies 

: * Telephone, telex, secretarial services 

* Gifts hop, restaurant, health bar. 

* Free: Ice cubes makers. Shoe-polish machines. Morning 
newspapers. Safe deposit boxes. Physical fitness room. 

* Other usual hotel services 
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".ry^tian football federation 
urges ban on foreign players 


Connors into quarterfinals 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s Football Federation has 
urged the government to cancel a ban on foreigners 
playing for Egyptian football clubs due to be enf- 
orced next season. 

Federation officials said its exe- Abdou Saleh Al.Wahsh. naan- 
cutive. at the request of African ager of Egypt’s National side, fav- 
Champions' Cup holders Zam- ouxed the ban saying foreign pla- 
alek. agreed this week to ask the yers overshadowed young Egy- 
Supreme Council of Spons and ptian talent and it should apply for 
Youth to change its mind. two to three years. He told Reu- 

Zamalek manager Ahmed Rif- ters clubs with foreign signings 
aat told Reuters he wanted to would suffer but it was in the 
keep striker Emmanuel Ouarshic long-term interest of Egyptian 
of Ghana with his team when they soccer, 
defend the African title won Iasi _ . . .. .. , , 

December Beside Quarshie. a big help to 

Some sports critics sav the ^malek last year, the handful of 
sports council has imposed the ban foreigners in Egypt s first division 
on foreign players on a reluctant ' nc ( l . udes Canreroun s Antoine 
federation. . BeJ1 - arguably Africa s top goa- 

Rifaat doubted the powerful deeper, 
stale body would be swayed, see- Bell and Ghanaian midfielder 
ing only “an off; chance that they Abdul-Razzak. another African 
may change their mind.” star name, are both with Arab 


Contractors who won Africa's 
Cup Winners' Cup in 1982 and 
1983 then fell on lean times last 
year but are now bidding for a 
comeback. 

Al-Masri. a first division side 
without a single title in 60 years, 
has two Iranian players. They are 
Ebrahira Ghasmpoor and Abd- 
uraza Barzgerai who said they 
planned to leave at the end of the 
season regardless of any fresh rul- 
ing on foreign players. 

Signed last May by Al-Masri of 
the Mediterranean city of Port 
Said, they came to Egypt after a 
ban on foreign players ended their 
spell with club sides in the Gulf 
state of Qatar. Both former int- 
ernationals, the Iranians told Reu- 
ters they were currently neg- 
otiating contracts with 2 nd div- 
ision clubs in England, France and 
Belgium. 


LAOUINTA, California (R) — 
Top seed and defend ing champion 
Jimmy Connors had to push him- 
self Thursday to reach the qua- 
rterfinals of a $375,000 men's 
Grand Prix tennis tournament. 

Connors. 32. beat fellow Ame- 
rican and 10th seed Brad Gilbert 
6-4, 6-2. 

He squandered a commanding 
lead before taking control in the 
seventh game and going on to win 
the first set. Gilbert, 22. jumped to 
a 2-0 lead in the second set before 
Connors asserted himself and won 
the next six. games for the match. 

** I missed some shots I shouldn’t 
have, but 1 made them when they 
counted.” Connors said. 

Connors next faces American " 
Greg Holmes, who reached the 
quarterfinals by upsetting sixth- 


seeded TomaS Smid of Cze- 
choslovakia, who first had to finish 
a match with Todd Nelson that 
had been delayed by rain Wed- 
nesday. “ I didn’t play well against 
Holmes.” Smid said. “The delay- 
had nothing ro do with it.” 

In another upset Larry Stefanki 


Jazirah wins 
Jordan Cup 

j AMMAN (PCtra) — AJ Jazirah 
i soccer team Friday won the Jordan 
Cup by defeating AI AM! 1-0 in the 
final which was played at (he A1 
Hussein Youth City stadium. 

^ Minister of Youth Hani Kba- 

iMMZtiTiMd fern £»ta6-l! fg™*' d lP“ tan |5 , r «*3“l 
6-4. In the quarterfinals Stefanki " , * h " css 5™'*" 
will meet Tank Benhabiles. Fra- 
nce's newest Davis Cup team 
member who beat Russell Sim- 
pson of New Zealand 6-2. 6-3 to 
advance. 

fn the third upset of the day 
Libor Pimek of Czechoslovakia 
downed eighth seed Jose Higueras 
ofSpain 6-4. 6-4. Phnek faces Bri- 
ton John Lloyd. Lloyd beat Ame- 
rican Ben Testerman 6-4, 6-0. 


India wants ’92 Olympics 


Schultz, upsets Sadri 


Asians set to dominate Paris judo 


PARIS (R) — ■ An Asian team 
boasting five Olympic champions 
looks like dominating the ina- 
ugural Inter-Continental Judo 
Championships here on Sunday. 

With the American and African 
continents still largely und- 
eveloped as judo areas only Eur- 
ope seems able to provide the Asi- 
ans with stiff competition. 

But the European team con- 
tains some surprises. Neither of 
the two top West Germans, light 
middleweight Frank Wienecke 
and light-heavyweight Gunther 
Neureuther. who won gold and 
bronze medals respectively in Los 
Angeles, will be present. 


Britain's Olympic silver med- 
allist Neil Adams was chosen in 
preference to Wienecke. But 
Adams has since withdrawn thr- 
ough injury and his place has been 
taken by Olympic bronze med- 
allist Michel Nowak of France. 

Neureuther was passed over for 
Robert van der Walle, the Bel- 
gium former Olympic champion, 
even though Neureuther has won 
both of their last two contests. 

Otherwise selection of both the 
European and Asian teams has 
followed form. 

Two Russians. Khazret Tletseri 
and Nikolai Solodouchin, and the 
Italian Ezio Gamba. a silver med- 


allist in Los Angeles, represent 
Europe in the three lightweight 
divisions. 

Peter Seise nbacher, Austria's 
Olympic Champion, fights in the 
middleweight category, and Ang- 
elo Paris!, the French Olympic sil- 
ver medallist, is Europe's hea- 
vyweight representative. 

The Asian team's Olympic 
champions are Shinji Hosokawa 
(Japan) at bantamweight, Yos- 
hiuki Matsuoka (Japan) at fea- 
therweight, Byeong-Keun Ahn 
(South Korea) at lightweight. 


TORONTO (R) — Bud Schultz, 
playing in only his fourth Grand 
Prix event, upset seventh-seeded' 
fellow American John Sadri 6-7.. 
6-2. 6-4 Thursday night to adv- 
ance to quarterfinals in the 
SI 25,000 Toronto Challenge 
Grand Prix. 

The match developed into a 
shootout between two booming 
servers with Schultz finding the 
key to handling Sadri 1 s rockets by 
the eighth game. 

At the end of the match Schultz 
showed great composure by not 
panicking when, serving at 5-2. he 
failed to close out the match and 
then squandered a matchpoint in 
the next game. 

“I was nervous. It’s only ray 
fourth Grand Prix. and it's hard 
not to think about winning the 
match before you actually go out 


knew I was going to be in the 
match. So even though I lost the 
first set, I knew I was doing the 
things that could beat him.” 

Earlier in the day top-seeded 
Anders Jaxryd of Sweden, scr- 
eaming obscenities in three lan- 
guages about what he said was , 
poor officiating, rebounded from 
a first-set deficit to beat Mike 
Depalmer of the United States. 
4-6, 6-J.6-4. 

At 4-4. 40-40 in the final set, 
Jarryd was finally given a warning 
for verbal abuse. 

Four points larer. after yelling 
another obscenty at a Grand Prix 


Highness Crown Prince H assa ri , 
the Regent, presented AI Jazirah 
with the Cup. 

Attending the match was some 
senior government officials and a 
large number of soccer fans. 


Hilal calims 
Valley race 

SALT (Petra) — A 20-kilometres 
cross country race held in the Jor- 
dan Valley Thursday was won by 
Mohammad Hilal from Mafraq. 
The race was held under the pat- 
ronage of Minister of Education 
Hfitmat Saket. 

Over one hundred students, i 
representing all schools in the cou- 
ntry participated in the race. 

The winner covered the distance 
in 34 minutes. 1 


Monaco Grand 
Prix reinstated 

PARIS (R) — The International 
Motor' Sport Federation (FISA) 
announced Thursday that the 
Monaco Grand Prix would be rei- 
nstated in the World Cha- 
mpionship calendar and would be i 


NEW DELHI (R) — India wants 
to stage the 1992 Olympic Games 
in New Delhi, sports minister R.K. 
Singh said Friday. 

He told reporters the gov- 
ernment was examining how much 
it would cost to hold the games, 
but intended competing against 
countries like Britain for the Oly- 
mpics. 

“We are a serious bidder,” he 
said. 

India already has a number of 
stadiums, built for the 1982 Asian 
Games. 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 


before he became India's leader, ■ . 
was the driving force- behind the^; 
staging of the Asian Games, per-' 
sooally supervising many of the , 
arrangements. 

tndia. with close links to East 
Europe and developing nations, is 
likely to gain wide international, 
support for staging the games. 

Singh hinted that as a first step * 
the government planned to str- ' ‘ 
earn Line the administration of 
sports in India. There are frequent ■’ 
rows among overlapping sporting r 
bodies over who controls ind- “ 
ividual sports. 


FIFA moves to settle 
World Cup matches dispute 


ZURICH, Switzerland (R)— The 
International Football Federation 
(FIFA) confirmed the dates for 
the two legs of the African second 
round World Soccer Cup qualifier 
between Angola and Algeria. 

Angola had disputed the ori-. 
ginal dates which had the first leg 
in Luanda on March 31 and the 
return in Algiers on April 19, cla- 
iming that the Algerians had taken 
a unilateral decision on the dates. 
The Angolans appealed to FIFA, 
the governing body of world foo- 
tball, for a ruling. 


FIFA's press spokesman Guido; 
Tognoni told Reuters: “We have 
examined the points in dispute 
and decided that the original dates 
will stand. 

“We have also looked at a pro- 
test from Sudan that the Libyans 
intended to play the return leg of 
their World Cup qualifier in Libya 
on March 8 on an artificial sur- 
face.” 

“We have upheld the Sudanese 
protest. According to the reg- 
ulations the march must be played 
on natural turf” he added. 


supervisor. Jarryd succeeded in held on May 19 as scheduled. 


Hyoung-Zoo Ha (South Korea) at. a " d do »{• 1 “ a .v have gotten ahead 
light heavyweight and Hitoshi a * ltdc 


Salto (Japan) at heavyweight. 


Portugal, West Germany meet 
in World Soccer Cup qualifier 


The two men had played three 
weeks ago in Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. where Schultz won his first 
Grand Prix match, defeating Par- 
aguay's Victor Pecci. 

Schultz and his coach had map- 
ped out a winning strategy this 
time around. “Once I broke him. I 


unsettling Depalmer to the point 
where he lost his service and then 
the match. 

“Usually I don’t get so mad as I 
was today,” said Jarryd, who was 
later fined $500 for his actions. He 
also has had similar outbursts in 
earlier play here. 

tin seeded Polish veteran Woj- 
tek Fibak took advantage of Par- 
aguay’s Francisco Gonazalez’ err- 
atic play, advancing 6 -J . 4-6. 6-4. 

Third-seeded South African 
Kevin Curran outmuscied Paul 
Annacone 7-6, 6-3. 


FISA's decision came after ext- 
ensive bargaining earlier this week 
between the International Aut- 
omobile Federation (FIA). 
FISA's parent body, and the Aut- 
omobile Club of Monaco (ACM) 
which was seen as a first step tow- 
ards settling the long-running dis- 
pute between the* two bodies. 

On Monday the FIA general 
assembly gave • Monaco until 
March 2 to fulfil the federation’s 
demands to avoid expulsion from 
the organisation. 


LISBON (Rj — Injury-hit West 
Germany could lose their proud 
unbeaten record in World Cup 
qualifying matches when they 
meet Portugal on Sunday in a 
Group Two match which promises 
to be one of this year’s great soccer 
clashes. 

Portugal, group leaders with six 
points from four games, delighted 
soccer purists in last year’s Eur- 
opean Championships and then- 


morale received a timely boost 
two weeks ago from a 3-1 qua- 
lifying win over Malta. 

West Germany, the most con- 
sistent European side of the 
1970s, have recently lost their air 
of invincibility and manager Franz 
Beckenbauer has yet to find the 
team which will guarantee the 
1974 cup winners a berth in Mex- 
ico for the 1 986 finals. 

The team had already lost mid- 


HOUSEHOLD GOODS FOR SALE 

i =o ; c. t**-ee chairs ■ Neecs reccve' -o j 2 ~z. Cc ; ee 
r.taoie JO 8. Ge'rarc lurrv.ab e _C 20 -os: 'terns 

Call 313500 AFTER 10 a.m. 


fielders Uwe Rahn and Norbert 
Meier before they flew to Lisbon, 
and Friday Beckenbauer revealed 
that his captain Karl-Heinz 
Rummenigge is extremely dou- 
btful for Sunday’s game because 
of influenza. 

• Rummenigge and RudiVoeller, 
top scorer in the domestic league; 
had shown their power by scoring 
six goals in a 9-0 win over a Por- 
tuguese second division side this 
week. 

Pierre Littbarski will probably 
replace Rummenigge but despite 
the winger's welcome return ro 
form, Portugal know that West 
Germany without Rummenigge is 
only running on half power. 

Portugal also build, their play 
■ around their centre forward, 

' Porto’ s Fernando Gomes, the top 
scorer this season in European 
club soccer with 26 league goals to 
his credit. 


Dutch dairy farmer beats 
16,000 in skating marathon 


LEE U WARDEN, Netherlands 
(R) — A 26-year-old Dutch dairy 
farmer ice-skated into history 
books Thursday by winning the 
'200 km (1 10 mile) marathon, lea- 
ving a trial of 16.000 exhausted, • 
.imping or lame rivals in his wake. 

Evert van Benthera, from the 
northern village of St. Jan- 
sklooster, was garlanded by 
Queen Beatrix at the end of the 
race, which he completed in six 
hours 47 minutes — 48 minutes 
faster than the record set in 1954. 

The event, the Elfstedentocht, 
has been possible only a dozen 
times previously this century and 
much of the country stopped work 



Jaba! AFHussein, Khaled Bin Aiwaleed Street 
Tel: 673344 . 

PIZZA WEEK 

23 - 28/2 

Pizza w/Mushroom JD 1.100 
Pizza w/Shrimp JD 1.760 

Pizza w/anchary JD 0.770 » 

(f your bill is JD 5.Q0Q we offer you 2 big Macs free'. 
Come and try the best pizza in town 


* 


Dear lady — ^ 

AI Shaam Bazaar stores... Q 

Jabal Amman, next to Jabasini Jewellers (JJ | 

announces 

Big and comprehensive SALE on all types of orn- 
aments, oriental and modern gifts, including mother 
.of pearl products, mosaics, hand-made bronze om-' 
aments, Bohemian and other makes, as well as cha- 
ndeliers, table clothes, linen embroidery, and 
hand-sewn oriental costumes. ALL SOLD AT COST* 
PRICE, and for a limited period of time. 


Thursday to follow it 'on tel- 
evision. 

The route took in 1 1 towns in 
the north-western province of Fri- 
esland and many competitors 
were not expected to finish within 
seven bV eight hours of the winner, 
if at all. Fleets of police cars and 
air force helicopters were drafted 
in to ferry the exhausted and inj- 
ured to hospital. 

Doctors reponed some cases of* 
hypothermia and light injuries 
from strains and falls, but there no 
immediate reports of serious cas- 
ualties among competitors. 

When the event was last run in 
1 963. only 1 56 of 1 0,007 novice 
competitors finished. Of 577 exp- 
erienced competition skaters 58 
finished. 

Skating is a national sport in 
Holland and police reported hun- 


dreds of thousands of spectators 
lining Friesland canals to watch 
the race. In parliament a debate 
was adjourned so MPs . could 
watch on television. 

Van Benthem, who narrowly 
won a sprint finish by a leading 
group of four men, gasped: “I 
can’t believe I’ve won yet.' In the 
sprint, it seemed a terribly long 
way to the end ” 

Married, with one son. Van 
Benthem owns 40 cows and trains 
five times a week. His win should 
bring considerable financial rew- 
ards through- endorsements and 
public appearances, skating exp- 
erts said. 

Conditions rarely allow the 
event to be run because a sus- 
tained freeze is needed to ensure 
safe ice on canals and waterways 
over the length of the course. 


Amman Little Leage 

Basketball Scores 

- Feb . 22 

Juniors 


Volvo 28 
Goodyear 18 
Ericsson 26 
Intercom 19 

Grindlays 10 
Peugeot 2 
AI Ahlva 1 7 
Volvo 12 

"Mids 

Cairo- Amman 21 
Arab Wings 27 * 
Chase Manhattan 1 7 
Cairo -Am man 27 

American Express 20 
Marriott 12 
Int. Traders 14 
Lego 13 

Seniors 

Jordan Express 36 
Astra 33 

Foxboro 31 
Holiday Inb 1 1 

Adults 
Laing 56 
ACS/Marriort 77 
ACS/Mamott 79 
Yanks 48 
Elba 53 7 

Froggies 38 
Elba 50 
Froggies 27 
Odd* n Ends 35 . 
Froggies 35 • ■ 

The League coded Friday and the (Inal were as follows: 

Juniors 


1 . Intercon. 2. Ericsson 3- Goodyear 4.. Volvo 5. Peugeot 6 . AI 
Ahlya 7. Grindlays 

Mids 


1. Cairo-Amman 2. American Express 3. Arab Wings 4. Int. 
Traders 5. Chase Manhattan 6 . Marriott 7. Lego 

Seniors 


1. Jordan Express 2. Foxboro 3. Astra 4. Holiday Inn. 


FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

1, A furnished apartment, consisting of two bed- 
rooms, salon, dining room, separate central hea- 
ting, telephone, car park and water well. 

2. Unfurnished apartment, consisting of three bed- 
rooms. with the same specifications of the first 
one, but without a telephone. 

- Location: Abdoun ___ 

Call Tel. 668126 — 


FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, glassed-in veranda, 
fuHy-equipped kitchen, two bathrooms with independent central 
heating and telephone. 

Jabal Amman, opposite Hala-inn Hotel. AI Khalidi Hospital Street. 

Tel: 41936 from 8*10 a.m. and from 10-4 p,m. 

.or let: 28266 from 10 a.m. - 1 pjn, 4-7 p.m. 
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Canadian banks 
prime rate 

TORONTO (R).nj- Major Canadian b anks Thursday announced an 
increase in the prqhe landing rate after the Canadian dollar fell to a 
record low in foreign exchange trading in New York. 

ThciCanad iaii - currency tumbled to an all-time low of 73 U S 
cents..,*.; 

National Banjc of Canada,. Continenta] Bank of Canada, Toronto 
Dominion, Bank of Montreal and Bank of Nova Scotia raised the 
prime rate, which is the interest charged on loans to their biggest and 
best corporate customers, to 11-1/2 per cent from 11, effective 
Fnday. 

Interest- rate increases usually have the effect of attracting inv- 
tors to a nation’s currency. 

Canadiaa^Finance Minister Michael Wilson, in New York' Thu- 
isday, decline dcbmment on whether Canadian authorities had asked 
the United States to intervene on currency markets in support of the 
sagging Canadian dollar. - 

“f cannot comment. I would never comment on that," he told 
reporters: ■* 

Mr. Wilson said it was difficult for government monetary aut- 
horities to control the direction of a currency, given the broad- par- 
ticipation 'inihe marketplace. 

He noted that although the Canadian dollar has fallen steeply 
against its US] counterpart, it is not out of line with other currencies. 

Mr: Wilson vas in New York to addrsss the Conference Board, a 
private* economic research organisation. In his speech he emphasised 
current Canadian policy of inviting foreign investment into the cou- 
ntryj "• * 'i 


Turks win support 
from U.S. firms 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish and United States building contractors 
agreed in Ankara Thursday to cooperate on joint ventures in third 
countries, U.S. embassy officials said. 

The agreement reached by the Association of General Contractors 
of America and Turkish Construction and Installatio n Contractors 
Association called for-U.S. overseas construction companies to give 
priority to Tuikish subcontractors. 

The associations also decided to work towards joint projects in ■ 
Turkey on industry, tourism and agriculture and exchange tec- 
hnological information, the semi-official Anatolian News Agency 
said. 

Meanwhile. Turkey is to have a new agreement to borrow from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), Prime Minister Turgut Ozal 
told reporters Thursday. 

The Anatolian News Agency quoted him as saying: “There will be 
a new standby agreement with the IMF and we will receive some 
money." 

Fund official Mr. Geoffrey Tyler is to' visit Ankara next week, 
according to press reports, to discuss Turkey’s economic per- 
formance in 1984 and targets for 1985. 

V . Turkey’s current accord with the IMF, which expires on April 3, is 
' fol&25 million Special Drawing Rights {SDRs) but Western experts 
said the new one was likely to be smaller, perhaps 100 million SDRs. ' 

Turkey had no great need for cash from the fund but needed its 
stamp of approval for economic policies, they said. 


Early end to Indian 
strike seems remote 

BOMBAY (R) — Cargo clearance at India's busiest harbour and 
a fc&r Bom ba^nte national ahrport reUESBved suspended for the third dfcy 
Friday with no sign of an early end to a strike by clerical workers over 
wages, union leaders said. 

“Talks to end the strike in Bombay by more than 5.000 clerks who 
dear import and export cargo failed Thursday because the man- 
rr-Srcit-i agement refused to improve its earlier offer on wages,” Mr. SR. 
.Kulkarni, president of the All-India Port and Dock Workers Fed- 
eration told Reuters. . . 

But he said talks might be resumed next week if the employers, the 
u Bombay Customs House Agents Association, made afresh initiative. 
• l * 52 * 4 - " The clerks want a pay rise of np to 450 rupees ($37) a month. The 
association has offered up to 200 rupees ($17). 

"Prospects of a prolonged stoppage are worrying us,” a top official 
of: the Bombay Port Trust said. 

( Unloading of cargo had been stopped in five ships that called at the 

1 "3t since the strike began last Monday, he said! 

Port officials 'Said the strike has . halted normal duly clearance of 
around 60,000 packages at the harbour. 

The airport" normally clears about 350 bills of imports daily and 
600 of exports. 

Airport customs collector Mr. D.S. Kulkami said the stoppage was 
blocking duty worth 15 million rupees ($1.25 million) a day. 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 
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'Let me get this straight. Your horoscope 
says you have to stay home today or . 

; else a yak will sit on your head!" - 
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THAT SCRAMBLH) WORD GAME 
0 by Hwni Arnold and Bab Lm 


Unacrambtotfaesa-lour Jumbles, 
one tatter toeech «juara. to form 
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Yesterday’s 


{Answera wnonow) 

'JuBtotoK DRAFT JUMBO JUNKET ; HELMET 
Answer. What a dog houw Is - A MUTT HUT 


Reagan speech empowers dollar 


FRANKFURT (R) — President Reagan’s refusal to 
curb the value of the dollar encouraged strong spe- 
culative buying as European foreign exchanges ope- 
ned Friday sending the U.S. currency to further 
record levels. 


The dollar surged up to 3.3775 
marks, a gam of nearly 2-3/4 pfe- 
nnigs from Thursday night’s clo- 
sing level here, in hectic trading. It 
was the highest rare of exchange 
for the dollar against the mark 
since mid-September 1971. 

This followed hectic trading in' 
Asian markets after President 
Reagan made his remarks about . 
the dollar at a press conference 
late Thursday in Washington. ' 

In Europe the British pound 
was pushed to a record low of 
$1.0780, before moving back to 
$1.0815. 

Frankfurt dealers said there was 
no sign of intervention by the 
Bundesbank, West Germany’s 
central bank. But in Tokyo, the 
Japanese central bank was rep- 
orted to have sold an estimated 
$100 million to support the yen as 
the U.S. unit rose to a high of 
262.65 yen from the 261.60 ope- 
ning. The dollar was 262.40 yen at 
midday against the 261.45 New 
York finish and the 261 .50 close 
here Thursday. 

The dollar rose to a high of 
3.3605 West German marks, close 
to the 13-1/2 year high of 3.3610 
set in New York, before ending 
the morning at 3.3595, against 
New York’s 3.3565 finish. 

The dollar was firm at 2.8340 


Swiss francs at midday against 
New .York’s 2.8280. Sterling sli- 
pped to $1 .0827 against $1 .0850. 

One U.S. bank dealer in Tokyo 
said: “Reagan remarks were rat- 
her radical.” Reagan told a Was- 
hington press conference that he 
rejected artificially depressing the 
dollar and the “toying around" 
with the value of dollar would rek- ’ 
indie inflation. 

President Reagan told Ame- 
rica's trading partners their cur- 
rency problems would dissolve if 
they improved their economies. 

u I think that the problem of the 
dollar today is that our trading 
partners have not caught up with 
our economic recovery,” he said. 

When asked if he had con- 
sidered dealing with the harmful 
impact of the strong dollar on U.S. 
export industries, Mr. Reagan said 
“toying around" with the value of 
the doDar would rekindle inf- 
lation. 

“We put ourselves into the inf- 
lationary spiral, and that we don't 
want," Mr. Reagan said of calls to 
take the steam out of the dollar's 
advance. 

He also stressed that the strong 
dollar helped Americans by red- 
ucing the cost of imported goods 
and kept inflation down. 

President Reagan also said that 


the Nov. 6 presidential election 
gave him a mandate to cut the 
huge U.S. budget deficit without 
.raising taxes. Mr. Reagan cat- 
egorically rejected calls to raise 
taxes as a way of bringing down 
the record $222.2 billion deficit 
anticipated for the current fin- 
ancial year which ends on Sept. 
30. 

“That issue was debated and 
decided on Nov. 6," Mr. Reagan 
declared. 

He repeated his call for a freeze 
in overall government spending in 
the 1986 financial year to current 
levels. 

The proposal has sparked con- 
troversy because of his plan to cut 
domestic spending while raising 
military outlays. 

In recent weeks, suggestions 
that taxes may have to be raised 
have grown as congressional eff- 
orts to assemble a package of spe- 
nding cuts acceptable to the pre- 
sident have run aground. 

Meanwhile. British Prime Min- 
ister Margaret Thatcher said Thu- 
rsday she raised concerns about 
the soaring value of the dollar in 
talks with U.S. officials but was 
unable to offer any remedies. 

“It's not only a problem for the 
rest of the world, but also a pro- 
blem for industries in the United 
States which are based on exp- 
orts," she said in Washington at a 
news conference. 

“But I'm afraid I don't have any 
rapid, ready-made answers to turn 
it around," she added. 

Mrs. Thatcher wrapped up her 



Ronald Reagan 

talks with a wide range of U.S. 
officials by holding a private mee- 
ting with Mr. Paul Volcker, the 
head of the Federal Reserve, the 
U.S. central bank whose policies 
have a great influence on currency 
exchange rates. 

Diplomatic sources said U.S. 
offials expressed a simiiarconcern 
about the debilitating effect the 
strong dollar was having on other 
currencies, but like Mrs Thatcher 
were unable to offer specific sol- 
utions. 

On the other hand, new gov- 
ernment figures showing 1 984 was 
the healthiest year for the U.S. 
economy since 195! have pro- 
pelled the dollar to fresh peaks 
against major foreign currencies. 

The Commerce Department 
said Thursday the U.S. economy 
grew in 1 984 by 6.9 per cent, the 
highest rate since 1961 when the 
figure was 8.3 per cent. 


Israelis protest at price increases 


TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli 
government raised fuel and basic 
commodity prices overnight, cau- 
sing protests from labour leaders 
and industrialists who threatened 
Friday to pull out of a package 
deal aimed at stabilising the inf- 
lated economy. 

The treasury raised prices of 
subsidised foodstuffs by 25 per 
cent at midnight. The price of fuel, 
on which subsidies were cancelled 
last month, increased by 11 per 
cent. 

The eight-month pact signed 
last month by the government, 
labour unions and manufacturers 
aims at reducing inflation from a 


current annual rate of more than 
400 per cent, and saving foreign 
currency. 

“This is a gross violation of the 
package deal," said Mr. Israel 
Kessar, secretary-general of the 
Histadmt labour federation. 

He told state radio the price 
agreement allowed for maximum 
price increases of only 1 5 percent. 

But treasury officials say the 
agreement allows for price hikes 
of 12 per cent above the monthly 
inflation rate, projected to reach 
15 per cent this month. 

* Industrialists, who are pre- 
vented from raising their prices 
without approval of a package 


deal appeals committee, said the 
increases violated the agreement 
and demanded that they be all- 
owed to raise their prices to cover 
higher costs. 

Mr. Kessar and Mr. Eli Hur- 
witz, chairman of the man- 
ufacturers' association, said they 
would seek an urgent meeting 
with Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
to discuss the price increases. 

Finance Minister Yitzhak 
Modai, who is to visit Washington 
next month, said Thursday he 
would ask the U.S. for an add- 
itional $800 million to prevent 
foreign currency reserves from 
running out. 


Reserves have been dropping 
by over $200 million a month 
since last summer and now total 
only $2.3 billion, well below what 
experts say is an acceptable wor- 
king level. 

Mr. Modai told Reuters he acc- 
epted the U.S. view that Israel 
should severely cut government 
spending, but said “such cuts are 
simply not possible with our dem- 
ocratic and social set-up." 

With the most recent price inc- 
reases, a litre of petrol costs the 
equivalent of 72 U.S. cents, a litre 
of milk 32 cents and a loaf of bread 
10 cents. 


GCC states urged to join GATT 
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VIENNA T (OPECNA) d i£ 4 Mr. 
Ake linden, director of tieTegal 
affairs department at the General 
Agreement on Tariffs And Trade 
(GATT) secretariat, has urged. 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
member states to join the org- 
anisation and benefit from its rules 
and regulations. 

In a telephone interview with 
OPECNA, Mr. Linden said the 
binding rules" of GATT would 
serve GCC states "a great deal, 
especially in the case of their pet- 
rochemical products.” 

He explained that duties were 
imposed on petrochemical pro- 
ducts in GATT member countries, 
with each product falling into a 
separate category. 

Citing methanol as an example, 
Mr. Linden said duties should not 
exceed 13.4 per cent in European 


4 SfV. 

Q^C^'rountries, and were ; .exp^ 
ected to be reduced to 13 per cent 
early next year, according to the 
“Tokyo agreement," concluded 
between GATT members last 
year. 

Should GCC states join GATT, 
their exports would never be sub- 
jected to “discriminatory tre- 
atment” in -the organisation’s 
member states because of the 
“obligatory rules of equal tre- 
atment” Mr. Linden stressed, poi- 
nting out that duties cannot be lev- 
ied without consultation and neg- 
otiation between the exporting 
and importing countries, which 
should compensate for them by 
reducing those on other products 
imported from the same country. 

On other benefits, Mr. Linden 
said that under GATT reg- 
ulations, no country could impose 


anti-subsidy or anti-dumping dut- 
ies unless it proved a material inj- 
ury to the industry, “thus pro- 
viding GCC subsidised com- 
modities with great privileges." 

Mr. Linden said GCC states 
could also resort to GATT's “con- 
sultation and dispute pro- 
cedure", where an impartial 
panel of experts would be set up to 
examine disputes in any unj- 
ustified mistreatment ■ 

Noting that the rec- 
ommendationsof the panel, which 
are in conformity with GATT 
rules, were always implemented, 
Mr. Linden said there were cur- 
rently four panels engaged in 
examining different complaints, 
the most recent of which had been 
submined by Hong Kong against 
the EC concerning unj ustified dut- 
ies imposed by France on a num- 


ber of Hong Kong commodities. 

The panel recommended their 
cancellation, and action had been 
taken. 

“The same applies to .the Can- 
adian case against the £C, where 
duties were imposed on new- 
sprints and the dispute was neg- 
otiated under the supervision of a 
GATT panel," Mr. Linden said. 

Concerning the effectiveness of 
the bilateral trade agreements, 
Mr. Linden stressed that “they 
could never be as effective as 
GATT's rules," recalling that 
Saudi Arabia had a number of 
them, but its products nev- 
ertheless still faced serious pro- 
tectionist measures. 

Mr. Linden said a four-day sem- 
inar on the role of GATT would 
be held in Riyadh from March 2 to 
6 . 
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LONDON STOCK MARKET 


'LONDON (R) — The market closed lower prompted by the 
weakness in sterling and firmer domestic money rates, dealers 
said. 

Equities eased steadily throughout the session in dull trading, 
with the FTSE 1 00 shore index down 1 3.9 at J 265.2 at 1 530 GMT 
Friday. ’ 

Grand Metropolitan dropped 16p to 285, Hawker Hp to 427 
and Plessey Rp to 1 94 on further consideration of Thursdays third 
quarter results. IC1 moved against ihe trend, up 2p at 881 on U.S. 
demand. 

Government bonds showed net losses of V* point while golds 
declined with the bullion price. North Americans were mixed. 

BTR eased 7p to 644 after extending its bid for Dunlop which 
•firmed Vip to 45. 

Reckitt and Colman firmed Rp to 513 haring touched 518 
following news that the U.K. government has modified its plans 
for restricting drugs available under the state health service. 

Seccombe Marshall and Campion jumped 30p to 420*after an 
agreed £7 million offer from Citicorp International. Other dis- 
count houses rose in sympathy. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.0778/88 

U.S. dollars 

1.3745/55 

Canadian dollars 

3.37SO/SOO 

West German marks 

3.8290/330 

Dutch guilders 

2.8480/510 

Swiss francs 

67.95/68.02 

Belgian francs 

10.3325/75 

French francs 

2101/2105 

Italian lire 

262.50/70 

Japanese yen 

9.4850/5000 

Swedish crowns 

9.6550/700 

Norwegian crowns 

12.0950/1100 

Danish crowns 

29S.5Q/299.00 

LI.S. dollars 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, FEB. 23, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The earliest part of the 
day is by far the best time to consider what new interests 
and activities you want to be engaged in the future, so 
look into whatever information is available. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Early be off to those ac- 
tivities that appeal to you very much even though they 
are new to you. Drive and walk with care. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You had better plan 
early just which activities you want to get into before 
you actually do so. Utilize good judgment. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) A good day for much 
gregariousness and seeing friends you like and having 
a delightful time with fch«m 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) A god day 
to get Into some kind of public activity that you like, 
so spring out of bed early and go-go-go. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Get an early start on some 
trip so that you can gamer the data you need that is 
important to your way of life. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Take enough time to find 
out what a business person expects of you. Then your 
association can be handled very satisfactorily. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) A dynamic person will 
try to convince you to team up and have a worthwhile 
relationship in the future. Perk up your health. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Put more pizazz into 
your regular work and gain more benefits in the future. 
Teach a co -worker to be more enthused. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Get your talents 
modernized and then you can have greater prosperity. 
You can take that small risk now. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Everyone at home 
has a different idea how to better conditions there, so 
try to balance th e m successfully. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) If you get an early 
start, this can be a day of real accomplishment for you. 
Let partners know you're willing to go with their ideas. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Contact that most suc- 
cessful bigwig you know and get ideas that will help you 
to become more prosperous in the days ahead. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
have a sort of dual nature, conventional on one hand (md 
pioneering on the other. Give a combined course of 
ofhwpirinw so that your progeny c™ profit by both. Teach 
to complete whatever has been started, otherwise your 
progeny could become merely a dabbler. 
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ACROSS 
1 Camp David 
ahwa t o ty 
8 Booty 

ID Waiter 

14 Where Minos 
rated 

15 Scoot 

IBKMofteo 

17 Minsk moiwy 

18 Family group 

19 Old Sp. COfcl 

20 Loom roba 

21 “Mart" name 

24 Prodigy 

28 Plaything 

27 15th ol March 

29 Dagwocxfa 
iiw aw nlnr 

33 fertwdty 

38 SmaHthraa- 
mtctodrtJp 

38 — Ben Adhem 

38 Subcontinent 

draw 

40 Enargy 

41 Potmcaupon 

42 Mrtjongg 
ptoco 

43 Cotognar 
with 1 A 

45 Denteeaaf 
POP* 7 

46 Loan 

48 Baric doth 

50 Chanay 

51 Jaok-oMI- 
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55 Mrs. Mlntew 
61 Gitdnar 
82 Sufrconflnant 
' COMM 
! S3 Out of tha 

..j-j 

wina 

94 Oamatona 
68 Vary excited 
97 Subtost 
68 Lyric poam 
89 Scmwiing 

70 Artlcte 

71 


DOWN 

1 Baal Ml 

2 Cwtobaan 
aula* atop 

3 PrtWbH 


4 Capital of Qa. 

5 Abounded 

6 Throng 

7 Anothar 
Oardnar 

8 TrafoH 
0 Zealot 

10 J.R.o!Da]lM 

11 Srtapad curve 

12 Tabriz coin 

13 Kawpto 

22 Holy 

23 Nonaansal 
25 Seariatt 

OTfan 
29 DMda 
29 Raslgn 
30Sjp.rtwr ■ 

31 wanriar 

32 IMmata 

33 WWn vaaaals 

34 Sklraaort 

aSChopM 

-37— Sm 

43 I rxflc language 

44 Org.wHh 
BruMatohdq. 
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49 Playwright 
Harold 

82 Java cotton 
63 Escape 

54 PuBsdown 
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58 Throw a fH 
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59 Dream: Ft. 


60 Appaar 
65 FDRag 


agny. 


















aVforidnews 


Reagan says U.S. seeks no 


advantage in Star Wars plan 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Reagan has said 
that he would be willing to discuss with the Soviet 
Union how to make sure the United States did not get 
any unilateral advantage from its Star Wars missile 
defence plan. 


Mr. Reagan told a televised 
news conference ihe United States 
was only engaging in research on 
the so-called Strategic Defence 
Initiative (SDI). 

He said that if the research thr- 
eatened to alter the U.S.-Soviet 
strategic balance, “then I would 
be willing to come forth before 
any deployment and negotiate and 
discuss the deployment and use of 
.that weapon in such a way that it 
would be used to rid the world of 
the nuclear threat, not to give us 
any particular advantage over 
anyone else." 

He said the United States bel- 
ieved the Soviet Union was sin- 
cere in saying it wanted a red- 


uction or even elimination of nuc- 
lear weapons. 

Mr. Reagan said the United Sta- 
tes would continue to abide by 
current arms control treaties but 
that in several months the adm- 
inistration would have to decide 
whether to “join rhem (the Soviet 
Union) in violating restraints." 

Meanwhile a senior U.S. def- 
ence official has said President 
Reagan’s Star Wars anti-missile 
system could be deployed in Wes- 
tern Europe to counter Soviet 
missiles without violating a 1972 
U.S.-Soviet treaty. 

Fred Ikle. under secretary for 
policy, added in testimony to Lhe 
Senate Armed Services Com- 


mittee that this couid help spur a 
U.S. -Soviet reduction of 
European -based missiles. 

Mr. Ikle told the committee the 
ABM (anti-ballistic missile) treaty 
only restricted defences against 
intercontinental missiles, so a Star 
Wars defence against shorter- 
range missiles was immune from 
its prohibitions. 


Defence officials have said parts 
of the system could be deployed as 
they are developed without wai- 
ting for completion of the full sys- 
tem. 

Meanwhile a leading Soviet str- 
ategist was Friday quoted as say- 
ing that if the United States insists 
on proceeding with its planned 
Star Wars missile defence system, 
it will wreck next month’s arms 
talks. 


mbun newspaper that if there was 
no agreement on space weapons at 
U.S.-Soviet talks starting in Gen- 
eva on March 12, there would be 
no agreement on intermediate 
range nuclear missiles. 

The talks between the two sup- 
erpowers would cover strategic 
weapons, intermediate range nuc- 
lear missiles and the militarisation 
of space, be said in an interview. 


The United States and the Sov- 
iet Union together have 50,000 
nuclear warheads and even if a 
defence system was 99 per cent 
effective. 500 warheads would 
survive, Mr. Arbatov said. 


Georgiy Arbatov, head of the 
Institute of the United States and 
Canada, said in the Yomiuri Shi- 


Mr. Arbatov, a member of the 
Communist Party's Central 
Committee, said the Soviet-Union 
did not need to develop its own 
version of the SDI because such a 
system could be thwarted more 
cheaply by building more off- 
ensive missiles. . 


Soviet defence minister urges more vigilance 


MOSCOW (R) — Marshal Sergei 
Sokolov, the new Soviet defence 
minister who replaced the late 
Dmitri Ustinov two months ago. 
called Friday for increased vig- 
ilance in defence of Communist 


gains. 

He made his first major public 
pronouncement since his app- 
ointment in an article in the 
Communist Party daily Pravda. 


Marshal Sokolov, 73, attacked 
U.S. plans for developing a 
space-based anti-missile defence 
system but said Moscow was ready 
for business-like arms control 
talks. 

“The complicated present-day 
international situation, which is 
shaped through the fault of rea- 
ctionary imperialist circles, nec- 
essitates a heightening of the Sov- 


iet people's vigilance and of their 
readiness to rise, aims in hand, at 
any time in defence of Socialist 
gains," he wrote. 

“The United States and its 
NATO allies do not abandon att- 
empts to ensure military sup- ■ 
eriority over the Soviet Union and 
the other Warsaw Pact countries." 

Marshal Sokolov, whose app- 
ointment was announced last Dec. 


22, has been a professional soldier 
for more than 50 years. He has 
often dealt with foreign countries 
seeking to buy Soviet aims. 

He does not, however, have the 
same lengthy background in civ- 
ilian politics as Marshal Ustinov, 
who before his death at the age of 
76, ranked in the upper levels of 
the ruling Communist Party pol- 
itburo. 
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Both vulnerable. South deals. 

• NORTH 

♦ 8043 
V AQJ9 
0 62 
*865 

WEST EAST 

*J9 4Q1072 

■7743 V6 

0 A Q 109 OJ74 

*03103 ♦ K9742 

SOUTH 

♦ A K5 

C K 10852 
0K853 

♦ A 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 V Pass £ *9 Pam 
4 <? Pam Pam Pam 

Opening lead: Queen of *. 


The opponents don’t always get 
off to the best lead— if you know 
anyone who claims he does, he is 
either given to terminological inex- 
actitudes or his methods should 
create suspicion. But don’t give 
back any advantage you might have 
gained from the opening lead. 

Pour hearts was a perfectly 
normal contract to reach. South 
needed little more than heart sup- 
port from partner to have a good 
shot at the contract. 

West got off to the second best 
lead of a dub. Declarer won in hand, 
crossed to the table with a trump 


LUCK 

and led a diamond to Lhe king. West 
took the ace and seized the oppor- 
tunity to lead a trump. Declarer 
played another diamond, but West 
won and returned his last trump. 
Since dedarer could ruff only one 
diamond in dummy, he ended up los- 
ing three diamonds and a spade. 

When West did not find a trump 
opening lead, dedarer was a tempo 
ahead of the game. AH he needed to 
make his contract was to ruff two 
diamonds on the board. At trick 
two. dedarer should simply have 
led a diamond from hand! 

The defenders can win and shift, 
to a trump, but declarer -is a -move 
ahead. He wins and leads dummy’s 
last diamond. Although the 
defenders can lead another trump, 
dummy still has two trumps to take 
care of declarer's diamond losers: 
‘Dedarer has more than enough en- 
tries to his hand in the A-K of 
spades and dub ruffs to ruff both 
losing diamonds and get back to 
draw the remaining trump. 

How should declarer play at 
duplicate? That is a dose question. 
The contract is normal, and if Lhe 
ace of diamonds is onside, you can 
make an overtrick. In addition, even 
if the ace of diamonds is wrong, you 
still make the contract ii trumps are 
2-2 or if the defender who wins 
either the first or second diamond 
doesn't lend a trump. It is just about 
worthwhile to go for the overtrick. 


Indian prime minister 


to tour five countries 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi will 
visit France. Algeria, the United 
States, Egypt and Switzerland dur- 
ing a 1 5-day tour in June, the gov- 
ernment announced Friday. 

External Affairs Ministry Spo- 
kesman Salman Haider said Mr.' 
Gandhi, India's youngest ever 
head of government, would visit 
the United States, France, Egypt 
and Algeria at the invitation of 
their presidents. 

He is scheduled to go to Swi- 
tzerland -to ..address . the 'int- 
ernational Labour Organisation 
on June 18 in Geneva, the official 
said. 

Mr. Gandhi, 40, would ina- 
ugurate government-sponsored 
festivals on Indian art and culture 
in France and the United States. 

Officials said Mr. Gandhi was 
likely to tour the Soviet Union — 
India's main supplier of military 
hardware — in May but the off- 
icial announcement on the trip 
would be made later. “ 

The announcement first of the 
visit to the United States, which 
would follow the Moscow trip, was 
seen as a move to balance the new 
government’s approach toward 
the two superpowers. 


Western diplomats have voiced 
Hope that Mr. Gandhi would shift 
India's orientation a bit away from 
the Soviet Union. 

He has indicated his gov- 
ernment is ready to follow a more 
liberal economic policy t ftan his 
mother and predecessor, Indira 
Gandhi. 

. According to the itinerary ann- 
ounced by Mr. Haider, Mr. Gan- 
dhi will visit France June 6-10, 
Algeria June 10-11, the United 
States June 1 1-15 and Egypt June 
16-1;7> He-flys home from Geneva 
Jmyp.19. 

Meanwhile the 17 men accused 
of involvement in India’s biggest 
spy scandal since independence 
were sent to jail by a judge on 
Friday to await triaL 

The alleged spies, who include 
several officials of the prime min- 
ister’s office and presidential sec- 
retariat, were sent before Mag- 
istrate Bharat Bhushan at the exp- 
iration of the earlier order rem- 
anding them to judicial custody. 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
meanwhile, said the spy scandal 
was “not that bad" and involved 
mostly industrial espionage. Few 
defence secrets were leaked, he 
said. 




Kons tantin Chernenko 


Chernenko 


stays away 
from key 
meeting 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Pre- 
sident Konstantin Chernenko, ail- 
ing for the past two months, did 
not appear Friday to deliver a 
major speech he was due to make 
in the Kremlin. 

Earlier Foreign Ministry spo- 
kesman said that the party chief 
would not reappear after nearly 
two months' absence to address a 
traditional Kremlin rally on the 
eve of elections to the. Russian 
Federation Supreme Soviet 

“He will not be there today in 
the Kremlin. That is official” the 
spokesman said. 

He said he expected that a spe- 
ech would be read out in the party 
leader’s name at the Kremlin mee- 
ting. He declined to give further 
details. 

Western diplomats had reg- 
arded Friday’s event as the most - 
important scheduled appearance 
on Mr. Chernenko's calendar 
since he last appeared in public on 
Dec. 27. 

“If he misses this, it will be clear 
to ordinary Russians that the lea- 
der is out of circulation", one 
West European diplomat said. • . 

The 73-year-old president has 
failed to appear at a series of eve-' 
nts since he cancelled a trip to 
Sofia in early January. 

Officials have told Western vis- 
itors and correspondents that he is 
ill and zesting outside Moscow. 
Senior Western diplomats say 
they believe Mr. Chernenko is ser- 
iously ELL. 

Reports circulating among, inf- 
ormed Soviet sources In Moscow 
say Mr; Chernenko is suffering 
from circulatory complications 
stemming from a chronic res- 
piratory ailment. 

The Soviet people have not 
been given any word of the lea- 
der’s state of health, a subject that 
is strictly taboo for the state- 
controlled media. 


Lange tells Moscow 


to stay out of ship row 


-WELLINGTON (R) — New Zea- 
land Prime Minister David Lange 
Friday told the Soviet Union not 
to meddle in his country's row 
with the United States over war- 
ship port calls. 

Mr. T.angff told Reuters he had 
called in Soviet Ambassador Via- 
dimir Bykov to tell him in a' 10 
minute meeting 11 that New Zel and 
is not to be used as some sort of 
ammunition in an anti-Reagan 
administration campaign." 

New Zealand has banned war- 
ships with nuclear capability from 
using its ports, a policy which bro- 
ught cancellation of ANZUS pact 
naval exercises which were to have 
been held next mooch by tbe Uni- 
ted States, Australia and New 
Zealand. 

Mr. Lange said he had made 
clear to Mr. Bykov that “New 
Zealand is an unshakeable mem- 
ber of the Western alliance and 
that our policies are not directed 
at any of our traditional friends". 

He said he also told Mr. Bykov 
he was “personally tired” of hav- 
ing New Zealand’s nuclear ban 
“misreported and misrepre- 
sented" in the Soviet Union. 

“Our policy is not designed for 
appaluse ... in the Soviet Union 


and that is the message which I 
delivered to him." Mr. Lange said. 

The Soviet media have rep-, 
eatedly praised Mr. Lange's Lab- 
our government and condemned 
its conservative predecessor since 
tbe introduction of the nuclear- 
free policy early this month. 

Mr. Lange said that U.S- pre- 
ssure on New Zealand over the 
ban may ease after arms limitation 
talks restart in Geneva next 
month. 

“1 expect it will all settle down 
after the resumption of the idles.** 
he said. 

He added that few countries 
had supported U.S. foreign policy 
more consistently than New Zea- 
land and ^ was “just not credible 
to see us alienated.** 

The prime minister said New 
- Zealand was in a unique strategic 
situation and its nuclear policy was 
not designed for export. 

Mr. Lange is due to meet Rea- 
gan administration officials in Los 
Angeles on Tuesday during a brief 
stopover in the United States en 
route to Britain. 

In Britain, he will meet British 
Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher, who Thursday condemned 
the New Zealand ban. 


Bishop, nuns and 5 others 
kidnapped in Philippines 


ZAMBOANGA CITY. Phi- 
lippines (AP) — A Roman Cat- 
holic bishop, three nuns and five 
other people were kidnapped Fri- 
day by unidentified armed men on 
a highway in the southern Phi- 
lippines, church and military off- 
icials said. 

The "Most Rev. Federico Esc- 
aler, 63, an outspoken gov- 
ernment critic who is bishop in the 
southern Mindanao town of Ipfl, 
wasen route with the group to the 
southern city of Zamboanga from 
Ipfl. fellow Jesuit priests said. 

The Rev. Jose Bacatan of the 
Jesuit-run Ateneo de Zamboanga 
College said the first report of the 
kidnapping was relayed to the 
Jesuit congregation by two other 
members of the bishop's parly 
who were released after a three- 
hour hike in the bush in Zam- 
boanga Del Sur Province, 784 kil- 
ometres south east of Manila. 

Military .officials jn Zamboanga 
said they had been apprised of the 
kidnapping and had sent a team, 
but no officials ventured to adv- 
ance any possible motive for the 
abduction. 

Officials of the Catholic Bis- 
hops Conference of the Phi- 
lippines were in another part of 
the southern island of Mindanao 


for a fund-raising activity and 
could not be contacted imm- 
ediately for comment. A source in 
the conference’s Manila office 
said the papal nunciature (the Vat- 
ican's embassy) had been notified. 

Bacatan told reporters tbe kid- 
napping occurred around 9 a.ra. 
(0100GMT)wbiIeEscalerandhis 
party were travelling in the pre- 
late’s private mini-bus to Zam- 
boanga from his diocese in Ipfl. 
112 kilometres away. 


Besides the three nuns, also 
with E scaler were a school pri- 
ncipal, two elderly women retired 
teachers who were subsequently 
released, two students and the 
bishop's secretary and his driver, 
Bacatan said. 

He said the teachers told him 
three aimed men in fatigue uni- 
forms fired on the rear tires of the 
bishop’ s vehicle when it ignored a 
signal from the men to stop, for- 
cing the driver to step on the bra- 
kes. 


About 15 more armed men 
appeared on the scene and herded 
all of the vehicle’s occupants out 
and forced them into the hills, 
Bacatan said, adding that the ret- 
ired teachers were released three 
hours later. 


5 Caledonian Front leaders go into hiding 


NOUMEA (R) — Five French 
settlers ordered to leave the tro- 
ubled French Pacific territory of 
New Caledonia have gone into 
hiding while their lawyer starts a 
legal battle m an attempt to get the 
expulsion order stopped. 

The five, leaders of the right- 
wing Caledonian Front, were ord- 
ered to leave New Caledonia by 
special government envoy Edgard 
Pisani, who blames them for pro- 
yoking clashes between police and 
independence-seeking Kanak 
(Melanesian) militants last Sun- 
day. 

Officials of the front, which 


opposes indepepdence. said the 
five — Claude Sarran, Alain 
<f Agostini, his wife Nadine, Emile 
Lebargy and Michel Reuillaro — 
were in hiding on the island but 
refused to disclose their whe- 
reabouts- 


demanding to see Prime Minister 
Laurent Fabius after failing to get 
the orders withdrawn. 


A lawyer acting for the five Fri- 
day asked a court to lift the official 
expulsion orders, served by police 
Thursday. No decision has been 
taken yet by the court. 


The orders were served after 
several hundred members of the 
front staged a picnic in the Kanak 
stronghold of Thio last Sunday, 
which ended in clashes between 
police and stone-throwing Kanaks 
in which 11 people were injured. 


Meanwhile, Jacques Lafleur, 
the right-wing RPCR National 
Assembly deputy who is trying to 
get the order annulled, said he was 


A Gendarmerie captain has* 
been ordered back to France and 
Defence Minister Charles Hemu 
has ordered an inquiry into how 
the settlers were able to cross a 
police cordon to enter Thio. 


Sloppy controls give U.S. secrets to Soviets 


WASHINGTON (R) —The Pen- 
tagon and other U.S. agencies are 
allowing military and technical 
secrets to slip into Soviet hands by 
inadequately checking documents' 
before they are declassified, the 
Washington Post has reported. 

The Post said Commerce Sec- 
retary Malcolm Baldrige sent a 
letter last month to five of Pre- 
sident Reagan's top officials war- 
ning about “this massive giveaway 
programme that permits the Sov- 
iets to acquire tens of thousands of 
scientific and fechnical studies as 
well as other strategic inf- 
ormation." 


The four-page letter, a copy of 
which was acquired by the Post, 
was sent to Secretary of State 
George Shultz. Secretary of Def- 
ence Caspar Weinberger, Nat- 
ional Security Adviser Robert. 
McFarlane, NASA (space agency) - 
Administrator James Beggs and 
Former Energy Secretary James - 
Hodel. 


A spokesman for Mr. Baldrige 
said the commerce secretary had 
no comment on the Jan. 16 letter. 


The Post said that among the 
documents that had been dec- 
lassified without adequate sec-. 


urity checks weTe. Pentagon ana- 
lyses of space weapons, chemical 
warfare, nuclear weapons, com- 
puter security, high technology, 
electronics, computers and lasers. 

“The potential danger to our 
national security is that through 
the giveaway programme the Sov- 
iets have access to studies and str- 
ategic information covering much 
of the same type of technologies 
and products that the adm- 
inistration is trying to keep out of 
Soviet hands through the mul- 
tilateral export control system,” 
The Post quoted the letter as say- 
ing. . 


Americans, Japanese meet on Iwo Jima 


TOKYO (R) — Forty years ago 
they were trying to kill one ano- 
ther, but this week 30 American 
and Japanese war veterans met in 
peace on Iwo Jima, a Pacific island 
which saw some bloodiest fighting 
of the World War DL 

The invasion of the island by 
two U.S. Marine divisions, sup- 
ported by three battleships, cru- 
isers, destroyers and three 
tocr aft-carriers ended with more 
than 8,600 American attackers 
and 19,400 Japanese defenders 
dead. 

The island is tiny, only 20 squ- 
are kilometres in area. But for 
more than a month the out- 
numbered Japanese held back the 
Marines, hiding in a burrow of 
tunnels and defying long rpnge 
naval guns, tanks and fla- 
methrowers. 

Their resistance ended about 
five months before Japan’s sur- 
render and their commander 


committed suicide. 

This week’s reunion was org- 
anised by Japan's Association of 
Iwo Jima, headed by Kozo Wachi,' 
who served as Japanese com- 
mander of the island before the 
battle. 


and the family of the late Ame- 
rican Actor John Wayne, who pla- 
yed a heroic role in the 1949 Hol- 
lywood movie the Sands of Iwo 
Jima. 

Its inscription, in English and 
Japanese, reads: 


On the beach where the first 
Marines came ashore, old soldiers 
listened in silence as an American 
Christian priest and a Japanese 
Buddhist prayed for the souls of 
the dead. 


The Americans, with wives and 
families, arrived at the island — • 
now a major training base for the 
.postwar Japanese Navy and Air 
Force — aboard five U.S. military 
transports from an American air- 
base near Tokyo. Japanese mil- 
itary transports brought the Jap- 
anese. 

Waiting for them was a stone 
monument ready to be unveiled, a 
gift from the Japanese association 


On the 40th anniversary of the 
battle of Iwo Jima, American and 
Japanese verterans met again on 
these same sands, this time In 
peace and friendship. 

“We commemorate our com- 
rades, living and dead, who fought 
here with bravery and honour, and 
we pray together that our sacrifice 
in Iwo Jima wilT always be rem- 
embered and never be repeated." 


Iwo Jima, returned to Japan by 
the U.S. in 1968, lies 1200 kil- 
ometres south of Tokyo. It stands 
like'a sentry in the sea with its high 
mountain providing a threatening 
landmark to enemies approaching 
•Japan from the south. 



Iran banishes dxgg 
.addicts to 


TEHRAN <R> — bran baa two. 
ished 500 dxVg addicts with pofee 
records to a colony on aa Wand in 
the Gulf, Tehran Radio baa rep. 
orted. The colony up hot 
year to wean 
addiction. Its 
been given. 



Screwdriver 
in man’s head 


CANNES, Fiance (R) Doctors 
in Cannes could Scarcely believe 
their eyes when a rbotineX-ray of 
a man complaining of headaches 
showed an 1 8-centhnette scr- 
ewdriver embedded in his skull. 
On further investigation, they 
found the tool was not in the man's 
head — but in the X-ray machine 
where it had been left by a careless 

ftv hnirinn, hOSpital SOUfCCS Said. 


Heart transplant 
woman who had 
baby, dies 


4* 


SAN DIEGO (R) — Betsy Sneith, r 
who made medical history lag * - .. 
year when she became the first V * * 

heart transplant patient to have a 
baby, died aged 24, a hospital 
spokeswoman said. Sneith was 
taken by helicopter to a hospital at 
the UiuvertityofCalifoniiaatSan 
Diego after complaining of chest ' 
pains. She apparently died of car- 
diac arrest, tbe spokeswoman 
said. Sneith gave birth to a girl 
weighing 32 kilogrammes last 
September, four years after rec- 
eiving a man's heart in a transplant - 
operation. Scone doctors had been 
ooncernedthat a male heart would •- 
mrt stand tfe strains of pregnancy, -- 
when woman’s heart 


U.S. wins trespassing 

soil ag ains t Indians : 


iN (R) — The supi 

rente court has ruled in favour of 
the government m a trespassing 
suit against two sisters of toe Sho- 



k : 


century. _ 

the government several years ago 
but has not yet received payment. 
In its suit, the government accused 
Mary and Carrie Darin, middle- 
aged sisters who live on a ranch in 
Nevada, of trespassing by letting 
their cattle graze on the land wit- 
hout a permit. The government 
acknowledged that the tribe once 
held title to the 5,200 acres of 
Nevada desert but argued that the 
land was now in the public dom- 
ain. The supreme court rules that 
the Shoshone claims lapsed in 
1979 when tbe government der* 
o sited $26 million in an interet. 
bearing trust account in payment 
for the land. Congress has yet to 
approve payment of the funds. A 
federal appeals court ruled in 
1983 that the tribe' holds title to 
the land until the Indians receive 
the money. The supreme court 
reversed that decision. 
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Donald Duck’s 
voice dies 


LOS ANGELES (R) —.Clarence 
Nash, the squawky,. belligerent 
voice of cartoon character Donald «§£ ..... 
Duck for 50 years, hasdied of leu- , : -*** 
kemia, a hospital official said. He *V> T\ fi 
was 80 years old. Mr. Nash, 
known to his fellow workers 
Disney Studio as “Ducky," aka* 
supplied voices for sue!} cartoon . . 
-characters as a bullfrog in - 
“Bambi,” dogs in the film 101 
Da lm a tian s, and, at times. Mickey 
Mouse and Jiminy Cricket. Nash, 
who died at Saint Joseph? s hos- 
pital on Wednesday, opposite the 
Disney Studio, used to joke: “X _ 
wanted to be a doctor and ended -, 
up the biggest quack tn the 
wodd.” He was performing ani- 
mal imitations as an advertising 
stunt for a milk company when he 
heard tbs Disney Studio was foci- ^ 
long for animal imitators. He was 
just delivering his talking goat 
voice in an audition at the’Sodio 
when Walt Disney, the studio foitfc 



nder, declared: “That? s oirr ii..* 
kmg Duck.” Nash said when ter * 


told his wife, Margie, he had a new 
job. she replied: “Thafs great, but 
it probably won't last.” - 


Jailed wotn^oi 
take staff hostage 


XLOPANGO, El Salvador (R) 
Prisoners at a Woineu’sjafl in 
Salvador briefly tool& nine st 
hostage Thursday after troc 
were reported to have shot el 
wounded three inmates wfafiequ 
Uing a protest. Justice Ministry o 
iciais said the hostages were n 
eased after Justice Mmjstdr Ms 
uel Francisco Cardan* wept to l 
prison in flopango f0 
east of San Salvador tp.$scofs tl 
Prisoner*? grievances!'* \ 
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